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WAR DEPARTMENT. 
W. W. Belknap, Secretary of War. 


ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S OFFICE. 
Brigadier-General E. D. Townsend, Adjutant-General. 


War DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT-GENERAL’S 
OFFICE, WASHINGTON, March 19, 1872. 

General Orders No. 9. 

Tue following act of Congress is published for the in- 
formation and guidance of all concerned : 

An act to reimburse certain soldiers for loss of cloth- 
ing by fire at Chicago. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, 

That the Secretary of War is hereby authorized to is- 
sue, without charge, to certain soldiers of the general 
mounted service, United States Army, sufficient clothing, 
or the money value thereof, to replace the amount lost 
by each of them during their efforts to subdue the fire 
in Chicago: Provided, That the total value of such cloth- 
ing shall not, in the aggregate, exceed the sum of one 
hundred and thirty dollars. 

Approved, March 11, 1872. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 











Wark DEPARTMENT, ADJUTANT GENERAL’S 
OFFICE, WASHINGTON, March 21, 1872. 


General Orders No. 11. 


THE following extract from a decision of the Second 
Comptroller of the Treasury, with reference to payment 
of freight, is published for the information and guidance 
of all concerned : 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
SECOND COMPTROLLER’sS OFFICE, March 15, 1872. 


I also concur in the recommendation of the Third Au- 
ditor of the Treasury, of February 4, 1872, “that where 
payments have been made in good faith by any disburs- 
ing officer of the Quartermaster’s Department for freight 
on the ‘natural shrinkage and wastage of supplies,’ said 
officer shall receive credit for disbursements so made 
upon the books of the Accounting Officer of the Treasu- 
ry: Provided, that an order be issued by the Quarter- 
master General of the Army informing the officers of his 
Department as to what will be the future ruling of this 
office in cases of this kind; that from and after the date 
of the reception of said order by them, in making pay- 
ments for the transportation of stores, the carrier will 
only be entitled to receive pay for transporting the 
weight or quantity actually delivered at their destina- 
tion.” J. M. BRoDHEAD, Comptroller. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TOWNSEND, Adjutant-General. 





Wark DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON CITY, } 
March 25, 1872. 
Circular. 

1. The Council of Administration at a post where 
there is a post trader will, from time to time, examine 
the post trader’s goods and invoices or bills of sale; and 
will, subject to the approval of the post commander, 
establish the rates and prices (which should be fair and 
reasonable) at which the goods shall be sold. <A copy of 


ythe list thus established will be kept posted in the tra- 


der’s store. Should the post trader feel himself aggrieved 
by the action of the Council of Administration, he may 
appeal therefrom through the post commander to the 
War Department. 

2. In determining the rate of profit to be allowed, the 
council will consider, not only the prime cost, freight, 
and other charges, but also the fact that while the 
trader pays no tax or contribution of any kind to the 
post fund for his exclusive privileges, he has no lien on 
the soldier’s pay, and is without the security in this 
respect once enjoyed by the sutlers of the Army. 

3. Post traders will actually carry on the business 
themselves, and will habitually reside at the station to 
which they are appointed. They will not farm-out, sub- 
let, transfer, sell or assign the business to others. 

4. In case there shall be at this time any post trader 
who is a non-resident of the post to which he has been 
appointed, he will be allowed ninety days from the re- 
ceipt hereof at his station to comply with this circular 
or vacate his appointment. 

5. Post commanders are hereby directed to report to 
the War Department any failure on the part of traders 
to fulfill the requirements of this circular. 

6. The provisions of the circular from the Adjutant- 
General’s office of June 7, 1871, will continue in force 
except as herein modified. 

By order of the Secretary of War: 

E. D. TowNSEND, Adjutant-General. 





ABSTRACT OF SPECIAL ORDERS 
lasued from the Adjutanl-General’s Office for the week ending 
March 25, 1872. 
Tuesday, March 19. 


Ordnance Sergeant Henry Flood, U. 8. Army, is here- 
by telieved from duty at Fort Pickens, Florida, and will 


report to the commanding officer Charleston, South Caro- 
lina, for duty at Fort Moultrie, Charleston Harbor .The 
Quartermaster’s Department will furnish the necessary 
transportation. 

Ordnance Sergeant Edward O’Brien, U. 8. Army, is 
hereby relieved from duty at Fort Moultrie, Charleston 
Harbor, and will report to the commanding officer 
Charleston, South Carolina, for further orders. 

So much of Special Orders No. 51, paragraph 1, of 
February 29, 1872, from this office, as directs that 
Michael Liddy, Company I, First Infantry, be dis- 
charged the service of the United States, is hereby 
amended to read: Company I, First Infantry. 

Recruit John Canavan, General Service U. S. Army, 
now at Fort Columbus, New York Harbor, will be dis- 
charged the service of the United States upon the re- 
ceipt of this order at the place where he may be serving. 
This soldier is entitled to pay, etc., only{under paragraph 
1871, Revised U. 8. Army Regulations of 1863. 

Private Charles Emorse, Company E, Fourth Infan- 

try, now with his command, will be discharged the ser- 
vice of the United States upon the receipt of this order 
at the place where he may be serving. 
Unattached Recruit Peter Feney, Sixteenth Infantry, 
now with his command, will be discharged the service of 
the United States, provided there be no impediment, as 
desertion, &c., upon the receipt of this order at the 
place where he may be serving. This soldier is entitled 
to pay, etc., only under !paragraph 1371, Revised U. 8. 
Army Regulations of 1863. 

Private David F. Williams, Company G, Fourteenth 

Infantry, now with his command, will be discharged the 
service of the United States upon the receipt of this 
order at the place where he may be serving. This sol- 
dier is not entitled to travel pay. 
Private Daniel B. Hilliard, Mounted Service U. 8. 
Army, now supposed to be at the recruiting rendezvous, 
Albany, New York, will be forwarded to St. Louis 
Depot, Missouri, and assigned to a regiment of cavalry, 
with the first detachment of recruits leaving that post. 
The Quartermaster’s Department will furnish the ne- 
cessary transportation. 


Wednesday, March 20. 


Sergeant Charles Evans, Company I, Seventh Cavalry, 
having completed tho duty assigned him by Special 
Orders No. 6, March 18, 1872, from headquarters Post 
of Shelbyville, Kentucky, will return without unneces- 
sary delay to his station at Shelbyville. The Quarter- 
master’s Department will furnish the necessary transpor- 
tation. 

Private James McDonnell, Battery I, Fourth Artillery, 
now with his command, will be discharged the service of 
the United States upon the receipt of this order at the 
place where he may be serving. Thissoldier is not en- 
titled to travel pay. 

Leave of absence for four months on surgeon’s certi- 
ficate of disability is hereby granted First Lieutenant 
Charles Harkins, Second Infantry. 

Leave of absence for four months, to take effect when 
his services can be spared by his post commander, is 
hereby granted First Lieutenant Frank D. Garretty, 
Seventeenth Infantry. 

Private Alfred Brost, Battery B. Third Artillery, hav- 
ing been appointed hospital steward, U.S. Army, will 
report by letter to the commanding officer Department 
of the Gulf, for assignment to duty. 


Thursday, March 21. 


Lisutoanan t-Colonel August V. Kautz, Fifteenth In- 
fantry, will proceed to Newport Barracks, Kentucky, and 
assume command of the recruiting depot at that place, 
reporting, on arrival, by letter to the Superintendent 
General Recruiting Service, New York city. 

Privates Lewis C. Baumback, Nicholas A. Bath, 
Thomas Clegg, John Galagher, William I. Hodgman, 
Samuel T. Jones, Michael Murphy, Peter Strother, 
George W. Smith, William P. Schall, Frank Edwards, 
Bertrand Trenis, and George H. Witmer, General Service 
U. 8. Army, now with Signal Service Detachment, U. 8. 
Army, at Fort Whipple, Virginia, will be forwarded to 
Fort Columbus, New York Harbor, for assignment to 
regiments. The Quartermaster’s Department will fur- 
nish the necessary transportation. 

Corporal William Riely, Ordnance Detachment U. S§. 
Army, now at St. Louis Arsenal, Missouri, will be dis- 
charged the service of the United States upon the receipt 
of this order at the place where he may be serving. 
This soldier is not entitled to travel pay. 

Private John McCausland, Company B, Fifth Cavalry, 
now at Fort D. A. Russell, Wyoming Territory, is hereby 
transferred to Company F, Ninth Infantry, stationed at 
that post. 

Private Oscar V. Bergh, Company E, Sixth Infantry, 
now with his command, will be discharged the service of 
the United States upon the receipt of this order at the 
place where he may be serving. 

Recruit Charles Greeninger, General Service U. 8. 
Army, now at recruiting rendezvous, Baltimore Md., 
will be discharged the service of the United States upon 
the receipt of this order at the place where he may be 
serving. 

Private Frederick Bode, Cempany C, First Infantry, 
now with his command, will be discharged the service of 
the United States upon the receipt of this order at the 
place where he may be serving. This soldier is not en- 
titled to travel pay. 

A General Court-martial is hereby appointed to meet 
at Fort Whipple, Virginia, on the 25th of March, 1872, 
or as soon thereafter as practicable, for the trial of Pri- 
vate Henry Pfeil, Signal Service Department U.S. Army, 





y 
jand such other prisoners as may be brought before it, 





Detail for the court: Captain James MoMillan, Third 
Artillery; Captain Charles J. Dickey, Twenty-second 
Infantry; First Lieutenant George 8. Grimes, Second 
Artillery; First Lieutenant Thomas H. Bradley, 
Twenty-first Infantry; First Lieutenant Charles E. 
Kilbourne, Second Artillery. Second Lieutenant Henry 
W. Howgate, Twentieth Infantry, judge-advocate of the 
court. No other officers than those named can be as- 
sembled without manifest injury to the service. 


Friday, March 22. 


Corporal Thomas Connors, Ordnance Detachment U. 
8. Army, now at Columbus Arsenal, Ohio, will be dis- 
charged the service of the United States upon the re- 
ceipt of this order at the place where he may be serving. 
This soldier is not entitled to travel pay. 

The commanding general Department of Texas will 
grant a furléugh for six months, with permission to go 
beyond sea, to Private John ins, Company B, Fourth 
Cavalry, now with his comman 


Saturday, March 23, 


Second Lieutenant Adolphus W. Greely, Fifth Cav- 
alry, is hereby detailed as judge-advocate of the General 
Court-martial convened by ph 9, Special Orders 
No. 68, March 21, 1872, from this office, to meet at Fort 
Whipple, Virginia, on the 25th instant, in place of Sec- 
ond Lieutenant Henry W. Howgate, Twentieth Infan- 
try, hereby relieved. 

Second Lieutenant Christopher C. Wolcott, Third Ar- 
tillery, is hereby detailed as a member of the General 
Court-martial convened by paragraph 9, Special Orders 
No. 68, March 21, 1872, from this office to meet at Fort 
Whipple, Virginia, on the 25th instant, in place of First 
Lieutenant Thomas H. Bradley, Twenty-first Infantry, 
hereby relieved. . 

Additional Second Lieutenant Joseph H. Willard, 
Corps of Engineers, will report in person to the su - 
tendent of the U. 8. Military Academy, West Point, 
New York, for assignment to duty temporarily. 

The following-named enlisted men will be discharge 
the service of the United States upon the receipt of this 
order at the places where they may be serving. Those 
soldiers are not entitled to travel pay: Private Martin 
Noon, Company A, Thirteenth Infantry; Private Her- 
mann Haardt, Compeny B, Twenty-third Infantry. 

Monday, March 25. 


So much of paragraph 1, Special Orders No. 65, March 
18, 1872, from this office, as relates to First Lieutenant 
Joseph Keeffe, Fifth Artillery, and First Lieutenant 
George W. Crabb, Fifth Artillery, is hereby revoked, and 
the following substituted: The following transfers are 
made of officers of the Fifth Artillery, under the pro- 
visions of paragraph 6, General Orders No. 99, Novem- 
ber 13, 1867, from this office, establishing the Artillery 
School at Fort Monroe, Virginia. The officer of the 
new detail will report for duty at Fort Monroe, May 1, 
1872, when the officer to be relieved will be ordered to 
join his new company: First Lieutenant Frederick Rob- 
inson, from Battery A to Battery C, vice First Lieuten- 
ant George W. Crabb, from Battery C to Battery E, to be 
relieved. 

Private Charles W. Fleming, Company H, Fourteenth 
Infantry, now with his command, will be discharged the 
service of the United States upon the receipt of this 
order at the place where he may be one ' 

Captain Henry H. Humphreys, Fifteenth Infantry, is 
hereby relieved from signal duty, to take effect the 27th 
instant, and will proceed to his proper station. 

Private James Moore, Company K, Eighth Infantry, 
now with his command, will be discharged the service 
of the United States, provided there be no impediment, 
as desertion, etc., upon the receipt of this order at the 
place where he may be serviug. This soldier is entitled 
to pay, etc., only totes peegres 1,371, revised U. 8. 
Army Regulations of 1863. 


CHANGES OF STATIONS. 


The following isa list of the changes of stations of troops re- 
ported at the War Department since last report : 

Company & fone Game from Rutherfordten, N. C., to 
Lincolnton, N. C., Mare 4 
fy" Seventh Cavalry, from Chester, 8. C., to Opelika, 

Company B, Bighth Cavalry, from Fort Stanton, N. M.,to Fort 
Union, N. M., March 12. oe 

Cae ee | < hth ne from Fort Union, N. M.,to Fort 
Stanton, N. M. A 

Company F, Bighth Cavalry, from Fort Union, N. M., to Fort 
Garland C. T., March 12. 
plompany M, Bighth Cavalry, from Fort Garland, C. T., to Fort 
nion, N. M., sh 12. 
" ‘Head dariars Ninth Cavalry, from Fort Stockton, Tex., to Fort 

ex., March 9. 

Company K, Ninth Cavalry, from Fort Quitman, Tex., to Fort 
Bliss, Tex., March 9. 

Company C, Fifteenth Infantry, from Fort Garland, C. T., to 
Fort Union, N. M., March'12. 
pone D Pes + me from Fort Union, N. M., to 

‘ort Gar » Go Tes ° 

Headquarters Twenty-fifth Infantry, from Fort Clark, Tex., to 
Fort Davis, Tex., March 9. 

Posts Established. —Lincolnton, N. C., March 12. 

Opelika, Ala., March 12. 





QUARTERMASTER’S DEPARTMENT. 
Brigadier-General M. C. Meigs, Quartermaster-General. 

THE controversy about the rank of certain officers in 
the Quartermaster’s Department still continues. An- 
other hearing was given to both parties by the House 
Committee on Military Affairs on Friday of last week, 
Mr. Gooch appearing as attorney for the ents of 
the Senate bill and Mr. Chandler, of Virginia, for Gen- 
eral Saxton and other officers who urge the pee of 
the bill. New briefs have been submitted on both sides, 
and the argument has been carried from the committee 
room to the columns of the Washington 


: 





524 








The committee has decided to give no further hearing to 
parties or their attorneys, but has not 
intimated when they will decide the matter or what 


the contending 
their decision will be. 





INSPECTOR-GENERAL’S DEPARTMENT. 


ASSISTANT In 
fore the House 


to his demand for increased rank. The vacancy 
which he would have been appoin 
by the death of Colonel Henry Van Rensselaer. 


and the customs of the service. 


legal rights, and he asks for Congress 


ate grade of lieutenant-colonel. 


corps did not apply to the Inspector-General’s. 





Signal Corps.—On the evening of March 23, the mili- 
y visited, by invita- 
tion, the Signal Office to witness the manner of receiv- 
ing and preparing the weather reports. There were pre- 
seut Gen. Myer, Col. Mallory, Lieuts. Craig, Jackson, 
Mr. Schaefer, the observer, showed 
them the manner of reading the scientific instruments 
and the mode of transmitting the resulta by cipher. 
The Japanese were much interested in witnessing the 
transmission of the reports by telegraph. Mr. Maynard, 
the manager, answering their questions through the in- 
terpreter regarding the working of the instruments. Gen. 
Myer afforded every facility, and neglected no means to 
enable them to anderstand thoroughly the complete 
working of the system in its various branches. From 
12 to 114 o’clock the reports were received and transla- 
ted, the bulletins prepared, and the large weather-map 
changed to indicate the state of the weather, and the small 
map set up and printed, each of the Japanese present 
receiving a copy of the last named. General Myer com- 


tary officers of the Japanese Em 


Greeley, and others. 


plimented all the employees upon the satisfactory man- 
ner in which they performed their duties, and afterward 
entertained his visitors with refreshments. 








DEPARTMENT OF THE SOUTH. 
Brigadier-General A. H. Terry, Headquarters, Louisville, Kenlucky. 


Second Infantry.—General Court-martial Orders No. 4, 
War Department, Adju'ant-General’s Office, Washing- 
ton, March 18, 1872, confirm the proceedings of a Gener- 
al Court-martial which convened at Atlanta, Georgia, 
December 18, 1871, pursuant to Special Orders No. 255, 
headquarters oe of the South, Louisville, Ky., 
December 6, 1871, and of which Lieutenant-Colonel 
Thomas C. English, Second Infantry, is president, in the 
case of First Lieutenant Charles E. Moore, Second In- 
fantry, who was sentenced to be cashiered. The charges 
were: Charge I.—“ Conduct to the prejudice of good or- 
der and military discipline ;” Charge IL.—“ Violation of 
the 45th Article of War ;” Charge III.—“ Conduct un- 
becoming an officer and a gentleman;” Additional 
Charge 1.—“ Violation of the 45th Article of War;” 
Additional Charge II —“ Neglect of duty, to the preju- 
dice of good order and military discipline. The specifi- 
cations alleged various acts of drunkenness and conse- 
quent neglect of duty and the abuse of asubordinate offi- 
cer in the presence of the enlisted men of his command. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE MISSOURL 
Lieutenant-General P. H. Sheridan : Chicago, Il. 
DEPARTMENT OF DAKOTA. 
Major-General W. S. Hancock : Headquarters, St. Paul, Minn, 
Twenty-second Infantry.—Leave of absence for twenty 


days was granted First Lieutenant M. E. Hogan Twen- 
t oes fantry, 8. O. 43, Department of Dakota, 


Twentieth Infantry.—A General Court martial 

1 . : was 
1 sry to meet at Fort Abercrombie, Dakota Territory 

arch 27. Detail for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel L. 
C. Hunt, Twentieth Infantry; Assistant Surgeon W. 
D. Wolverton, U.S. Army ; Captain G. B. Dandy, assist- 
ant quartermaster U.S. Army; Cuptain William Stan- 
we and Second Lieutenants J. A. Yeckley, W. W. 

ood, Twentieth Infantry ; First Lieutenant W. R. 
Maize, Twentieth Infantry, judge-advocate. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE MISSOURI. 
Brigadier-General John Pope: Headquarters, Fort Leavenworth. 


A. A, Surgeon, 0. C. Arms, U.S. A., Marc 

lieved from duty at Fort Riley, Kansas,and ponte: to Fort 
mye Kansas, to report to the commanding officer for 
uty, relieving Surgeon B. E. Fryer, U. 8. A., who 
upon being thus relieved, will hold himself in readiness 
to accompany a detachment of recruits for the Fifteenth 
errs - "ae Lang N.M. Upon his arrival at the 
urgeon I'ryer will report - 

ing officer for atmmant to ia, —— 


Leave of absence for thirty days, to take effect when, 


tor-General Nelson H. Davis was be- 
ilitary Committee last week with refer- 
ence to his claim for promotion. He stated that his case had 
no connection with that of the quartermasters who were 
overslaughed by the action of President Johnson in 
making the new appointments in the Quartermaster’s 
Department, authorized by the act of 1866. The ques- 
tion of the right of the President to fill original vacan- 
cies by selection had, General Davis said, no applicability 
to | Infantry 
ted, had the rule of 
seniority been complied with, occurred in March, _— 
en- 
eral Davis was the next in rank, and was, he claims, en- 
titled to the promotion by statute, Army Regulations 
The vacancy was filled 
by the appointment of Major James A. Hardie, who was 
transferred from the Adjutant-General’s Department. 
This, General Davis claims, is an infringement of his 
ional, action to 
give him the promotion to which he is entitled. Gen- 
eral Hardie stated to the committee, some time since, in 
relation to General Davis’ claim, that the Inspector- 
General’s Department had never been considered to be a 
staff corps or department in the regular meaning of the 
term, there having been originally but two grades of in- 
spectors, those of colonel and major, with no intermedi- 
He maintained that the 
law and regulations requiring promotion by seniority to 
fill accidental vacancies in the staff departments or 


p- | make such recommendations as he may deem essential to preserve 
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be best spared 
Tourrette, U. 8. Army, March 22 


Chaplain A. A. Reese, U. 8. Army, March 22. 

Having reported at these headquarters, Lieut. Colonel 
John R. Brooke, Third Infantry, March 21, was ordered 
to Fort Wallace, Kansas, to assume command of his 
regiment and of that post. 

Upon the return of Colonel De L. Floyd-Jones, to Fort 
Wallace, Kansas, Lieut. Colonel John R. Brooke, same 
regiment, was ordered, March 21, to Fort Lyon, C. T., 
and to resume command of that post. 


Fifth Infantry—A general Court-martial was ap- 
pointed to meet at Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, March 20, 
with the following detail: Major George Gibson, Fifth 
; Captains Daingerfield Parker, Third Infantry ; 
Captain Samuel Ovenshine, First Lieutenants Edmund 
Rice, Granville Lewis; Second Lieutenants C. E. Har- 
gous, G. P. Borden, D. Q. Rousseau, J. H. Whitten, Fifth 
Infantry, judge-advocate; First Lieutenant Quintin 
Campbell, Fifth Infantry. 
Third Infantry.—Company A, now at Fort Wallace, 
Kansas, March 22, was ordered to Fort Larned, Kansas, 
to take post there, relieving Company C, same regiment, 
which, on being thus relieved, was directed to proceed to 
Fort \\ allace and take post. 

Siath Infantry—Company A, now at Fort Hays, 
Kansas, March 22 was ordered to Fort Larned, Kansas, 
to take post there, relieving Company D, same regiment, 
which, on being thus relieved, was directed to proceed 
to Fort Hays and take post. 


Eighth Cavalry.—The telegraphic instructions from 
this office of 16th instant, directing the commanding 
officer Fort Hays, Kansas, to send A. A. Surgeon J. H. 
Collins, U. 8. A., to Kit Carson, C. T., to take charge of 
a recruit for the Eighth Cavalry, sick with small-pox at 
the latter place, has been confirmed. 


Tenth Cavalry.—Leave of absence for thirty days was 
granted Lieut. Colonel J. W. Davidson, March 20. 


Fifteenth Infantry.—First Lieutenant C. H. Conrad, 
Fifteenth Infantry, having reported at the headquarters 
Department of the Missouri, with a datachment of one 
hundred recruits for the Third Infantry, after having 
turned the recruits over to the commanding officer Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, was ordered March 18, to return 
to Newport Barracks, and report to the commanding of- 
ficer of that depot. Leave of absence for thirty days, 
with permission to apply at Headquarters Military Di- 
vision of the Missouri for an extension of thirty days, 
was granted Captain Chambers McKibbin, March 22. 


Sixteenth Infantry.—Captain Clayton Hale, Sixteenth 
Infantry, having complied with the Department Orders 
which required him to conduct a detachment of fifty-six 
recruits from Newport Barracks, Kentucky, to Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas, was ordered, March 18, to return 
to Newport Barracks, and report to the commanding of- 
ficer of that depot. 


Fort Wallace, Kansas.—Having assigned to the com- 
panies of the Third Infantry at Forts Lyon and Rey- 
nolds, C. T., their proportion of recruits, as directed b 
8. 8. No. 43, C. S., from these headquarters, the ommand- 
ing officer Fort Wallace, Kansas, will forward the recruits, 
under proper charge, to their respective companies. 
Camp Supply, Indian Territory, Lieutenant-Colonel 
J. W. Davidson, Tenth Cavalry—From this post a corres- 
pondent writes, March 15, 1871: “Although our camp is 
situated so far from civilization, you must not think we 
are all asleep, or, perhaps, living in fear of being massa- 
cred by the Indians to such an extent that we do not 
enjoy ourselves—far from it. We are having our sur- 
prise parties, our sociables, even a masquerade ball—nor 
did we slight the memory of the “ Father of our Coun- 
try,” the bachelor officers joining together and giving 
a ball to the married officers and their wives on the 22d 
of February. We are having most beautiful March 
weather just now, with a dusty day now and then that 
keeps us all indoors. We appreciate the fine weather all 
the more after having one of these blustery days; so 
between fine weather, parties and hunting, we are pass- 
ing — life quite as pleasantly as some of our city 
cousins. There are plenty of wild geese and wild ducks 
to be had by going out fifteen or twenty miles from here, 
and as most of the officers here—even the infantry offi- 
cers—are provided with horses, you niay well imagine 
we have hunting partics here almost equal to the “ royal 
hunt.” We have four companies of the Sixth Infantry 
and two troops of the Tenth Cavalry here at the pres- 
ent time; but by the latter part of July there will be 
very few of the cavalry left, as the time of most of the 
present members will have expired. 


Post Sanitary Police.—To enforce an efficient system of 
sanitary police at the several military posts within this 
department, the following regulations will be observed : 
1. The senior medical officer on duty at each military station shall 


the health of the command, as often as it may become necessary, to 
the comman officer of the post. 

t the sanitary condition of each station shall be 
tbe senior medical ron duty thereat, and forwarded 
to the department commander, through it headquarters, on the 
last day of March, June, September and December. The report 
shall include copies of all sanitary measures recommended duri 
| period, and state how far the same have been carried out or en- 
8. Post commanders will see that their posts are thoroughly 
policed as often as mey be necessary, and will render such aid to 
the medical officers, in carrying out the sanitary measures recom- 
mended by them, as the public interest may warrant. 

4. Whenever the sanitary recommendations are not enforced, the 
commanding officer of the post will endorse on the sanitary repirt 
the reasons which have prevented their enforcement. 


Applications for Leave of Absence-—The following reply 
of the Adjutant-General of the Army upon the applica- 
tion of an officer for one year’s leave of absence, on sur- 
geon’s certificate of disability, is published for the infor- 
mation and guidance of officers serving in this Depart- 
ment: 

‘ A leave of absence in orders from the War Deparim ent ig not 


- Your department or division commander can grant you 
such leave as may be necessary for the time being. and at the expir- 





in the opinion of his post commander, hig services can 


, was granted Post Chaplain J. A. M. La 
Leave of absence for thirty days was granted Post 


NZ! Michael Lawless, kill 


The department commander, in a circular, informs 
officers serving in this department, that he will not favor- 
ably consider applications for leave of absence, except in 
cases of urgent necessity, between the Ist of April and 
pe i November, the season of active operations im the 

e 
DEPARTMENT OF THE PLATTE. 


Brigadier-General E. O. C. Ord. Headquerters, Omaha, Nebraska: 


Third Cavalry.—The following are the stations of the: 
troops of the Third Cavalry: “ Headquarters Camp Mc- 
Pherson, Nebraska, Troops B Captain Meinhold, F Cap-- 
tain More, I Captain Curtis, K Captain Russel, M Cap- 
tain Mills, Camp McPherson, Nebraska: Troop E, Cap- 
tain Sutorious, Fort Sanders Wyoming Territory ; 
Troop A, Captain Hawley, C Captain Van Vliet, D Cap- 
tain Henry, G Captain Monahan, H Captain Stanwood, 
L Captain Brent, Fort Russell Wyoming Territory. 


Second Cavalry, Colonel Innes N. Palmer.—We con- 
tinue Colonel Brackett’s history of this regiment, with 
the portion relating to the period during the war: 


At the battle of Bull Run, Virginia, there were but seven compa- 
nies of cavalry in the Union Army, one of these was Company K of 
the Second. First Lieutenant David 8. Gordon was taken prisoner. 
The greater portion of the regiment was sent east in the autumn of 
1861. Colonel Cooke was made a brigadier-general November 12, 
1861, when Lieutenant-Colonel Thomas J. Wood, of the Fourth 
Cavalry, became colonel. Lieutenant-Colonel Marshall 8. Howe 
was promoted to the Third Cavalry, when Major Steen became lieu~- 
tenant- colonel, September 28, 1861. Captain William N. Grier be- 
came major in place of May, resigned, but was soon afterward pro- 
moted. Captain Washington I. Newton, of the First, was promoted 
major in-place of Graham, promoted, but was retired in a short 
time. Captain John W. T. Gardiner took his place October 26, and 
he in turn was retired November 14. Captain John W. Davidson, 
of the First, became major November 14 in Gardiner’s place. Cap- 
tain Alfred Pleasonton, of the Second, was made a major in Grier’s 

lace February 15, 1862, and Captain Charles J. Whiting, of the 

Fifth Cavalry, became a major July 17, 1862, to fill am eriginal va- 
cancy, Congress having enacted that there should be three majors 
to each cavalry regiment, and twelve companies in each regiment. 
The name was changed from Second Dragoons to Second Cayalry, 
by Congress, August 3, 1861. 
At the battle of Valverde, New Mexico, August 31, 1861, Compa- 
ny G, and a part of Company I, of the Second, acted as artillerists 
in a battery commanded by Captain Alexander McRae, of the 
Third Caval The conduct of Captain McRae, First Lieutenant 
Lyman Mishler, of the Fifth Infantry, and the men of the Second 
Cavalry, was beyond all praise, and they nearly all fell together, by 
their guns, rather than surrender them to the Rebels. 

In the operat ons in Virginia, during the campaign of 1862, the 
regiment under Captain Pieasonton servei as provost guard. 
Captain Theophilus F. Rodenbough was captured by the Rebels 
near Centreville, Va., and paroled and exchanged one week afte r—- 
ward. Near New Bridge, Va., May 24, 1862, a portion of the regi- 
ment under Captain George A. Gordon, with the Fourth Michigan: 
Infantry, encounteféd a Louisiana regiment, and drove it back,,. 
kiliing a large number and vapturing several prisoners. 

When General Lee, with his Contederate army, determined te 
invade Pennsylvania, his advance was met at Beverly Ford, Va., 
June 9, 1863. The Second Cavalry bore an honorable share i: this~ 
battle. After getting into line our people pushed the Rebels back 
from their rifle pits some three miles, ae | carrying away their ar-. 
tillery, and disputing every inch of ground. The battle lasted antil 
3 o’clock in the afternoon. Brigadier-General Pleasanton (major 
in the Second Cavalry) was in supreme command, assisted by Bri-- 
cea pe David M. Gregg and John Burford. The latter had’ 
een, until a short time before, « captain in the regiment. 
The Second Cavalry lost Captain Charles W. Canfield, killed; 
First Lieutenants Charles McK. Leoser, Thomas B. Dewees (twice), 
Robert Lennox, Second Lieutenants Edward J. Spaulding, Elijah 
R. Wells, Daniel Flynn, and Paul Quirk, wounded. First Lieu- 
tenants Thomas B. Dewees and William Blanchari, and Second 
Lieutenant Edward J. Spaulding were captured by the enemy. 
Over one-half of the enlisted men of the regiment were reported to 
have been killed, wounded, or missing. At the close of the fight 
there were but five officers left for duty with the regiment, viz : 
Captain Wesley Merritt, commanding ; Captain T. F. Rodenbough. 
First Lieutenants Henry Nuyes aud William H. Harrison, aud 
Second Lieutenant Michael Lawless. The regiment behaved most 
gallantly, and Captain Merritt was shortly afterward made a bri- 
gadier-general of volunteers. 
Captains Charles E. Norris, George A. Gordon, and John Green, 
First Lieutenants Edward Ball, John Mix, and Lewis Thompson, 
serving on staff duty, were also present at this battle. 
The action at Upperville and the battle of Gettysburg, July 2 and 
3, 1863, followed soon after, the cavalry acting on the flanks of the 
Army, and rendering great assistance in reconnoissances. At Get- 
tysburg Second Lieutenant George De V. Selden, of the Second, 
was mortally wounded, and died September 17. First Lieutenant 
Lewis Thompson was taken prisoner by the enemy. It was en- 
gaged at Boonsboro, July 8 and 9, and at Brandy Station August 1. 
hese fights pretty well used up the regiment. Colonel 
Thomas J. Wood, Major John W. Davidson and Alfred Pleason~ 
ton were acting as general officers in the volunteer service. Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Enoch Steen was on mustering duty, and Major 
Charles J. Whiting was commanding the reserve cavalry brigade.. 
The enemy was followed by our army into Virginia, and the cam- 
paign of 1863 closed. Captain Rodenbough commanded the regi- 
ment during the winter of 1863 and 1864, at Culpepper, Va. On 
September 23 Lieutenant-Colonel Enoch Steen retired from active 
service. He entered tue Army in 1832,in the Black Hawk war, 
was a captain in the First Dragoons during the Mexican war, was. 
severely wounded at the battle of Buena Vista, and again severely. 
wounded by the Apache Indians in New Mexico. ; 

Major Innis N “Palmer, of the Fifth Cavalry, was promoted in 
his place. He was born in New York, graduated at West Point in 
1846, served during the Mexican war in the rifle regiment (Third: 
Cavalry), and was wounded at Chapultepec; made a captain in the 
Fifth Cavalry in 1855 ; major in 1861, commanded the cavalry at 
Bull Run, Va., and was made a ee gee volunteers: 
September 23, 1861. Major Charles J. Whiting left the service 
November 5, 1863, and Captain Frank Wheaton, of the Fourth 
Cavalry, was promoted in his place. He was at that time a bri-. 
gadi ral of volunteeis. 

yy ing of 1864, the regiment was attached to the reserve 
brigade, Brigadi ier-General Gibbs, of General Torbert’s First divi-. 
sion of the cav: corps of the Army of the Potomac, commanded 
by Major-General Sheridan. It was eng d at Todd’s Tavern,, 
near the Wilderness, May 7 and 8, 1864, and at Old Church, Va., 
May 30, 1864. Second Lieutenant James Egan, was very severely 
wounded at the battle of Cold Harbor, Va., July 1, 1864, his arm 
being shattered by two minie balls. He had previously been 
severely wounded by a sabre cut,jwhile in the Fourth Cavalry, in 
the celebrated _— oy that regiment at the battle of 
Frankli ., April 10, 1863. P 
eae bastle: of Trevillian Station, June 11 and 12, 1864, the regi- 

ngaged, losing among its officers First Lieutenan' 
ment was hotly ooetiied, and. Captain Rodenbough, ‘wounded. 
i tom, July 27 and 28, and again a rryville, 
ety tg this p> And First Lieutenants John Mix and 
Robert Lennox were wounded, the latter losing an arm. Lieuten- 
ant Mix had previously been wounded in North Carolina while 
serving as lieutenant-colonel of the Third New York Cavalry. Ser- 
geaut Keenan was shot through the body and severely wounded 
while carrying the regimental standard at Berryville. 
The regiment was again engaged at Smithfield, Va., August 27 
and 28, and at Winchester September 19. In this battle Captain 
james F. McQuesten was killed, Captain T. F. Rodenbough lost an 
arm, and First Lieutenant William H. Harrison captured. 
The regiment was present at the battle of Fisher’s Hill, and was 
aged two days afterward at Fort Royal, Va., where First Lieu~ 
tenant Charles McMaster was mortally wounded and died October 
15, 1864. - . Li ts Robert 
y Creek, Va., October 19, 1864, First jeutenan s Rober 
8 yey Elijah H. Wells were severely wounded. The enemy 
wes pursucd nearly to Mount Jackyon, and with the exception of 
a few affairs ot small consequence, this elosed the military opera- 
tions in the Shenaucoah Valley for the remajnder of the year. — 
Colonel Thomas J. Wood had, in the ieantime, been servin; 





ation of such leave you should be governed by the reg: (ations as 
set forth in circular from this office of September 15, 1877.- 
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at Stove River, December 31, 1862, and again at the battle of Love- 
joy’s Station, Ga., September 2, 1864. , 

‘What there was left of the regiment spent the winter of 1864 and 
1865 at Hagarstown, Md.. under command of Captain Charles E. 
Norris. In April, 1865, it was so reduced in numbers as to he en- 
tirely unserviceable, there being but six officers and seventy-four 
enlisted men for duty. It was impossible to obtain recruits for the 
Regular Army, the high bounties offered to the volunteers causing 
men, as a matter of course, to prefer the volunteer service. 

From Hagarstown the regiment was sent to Monrovia, Md., 
where it was filled up with recruits, and in the autumn of 1865 it 
was sent to Fort Leavenworth, Kas. It remainedin Kansas until 
the fall of 1866, when it was sent to the Department of the Platte, 
and distributed at several frontier posts. 


DEPARTMENT OF TEXAS 

Brigadier-General C. C. Augur: Headquarters San Antonio, Texas. 

Fort Brown.—An official letter from Brevet Major- 
General McCook, dated Fort Brown, February 16, re- 
ports that the revolution in Mexico, which promises the 
successful overthrow of the Juarez administration, is in 
full tide of operation. On our immediate border the 
towns of Mier and Camargo are in the handsof the re- 
volutionists, and the city of Matamoros will be invested 
ina short time. The war waged against Juarez is per- 
sonal and not against the form of government. It is 
charged that he was last year illegally elected President, 
and that he has violated the constitution of 1857 more 
than once, the facts being admitted by himself. Parts of 
the States of Sonora, Sinaloa, Guerrero, Vera Cruz, 
Oaxaco, Jalisco and Michoacan, and the greater part of 
Tamaulipas are with the revolutionists; also Nuevo 
Loon, Coahuila, Darango, Zacatecas, Aguas Calientes 
andSan Luis Potosi, except the capital, which was be- 
sieged by 11,000 men. The State ‘of Guanajuato has 
pronounced for Lerdo de Tejada and Chiapa, Campeachy 
and Tabasco follow the successful parties in the revolu- 
tion. Chihuahua has declared herself independent. 
Nearly all the wealthy and reliable men in Mexico are 
with the revolution and are determined it shall succeed. 
The revolutionists have not thus far met with a reverse, 
but have gained decided successes. 


Fort Duncan.—A correspondent of the San Antonio 
Herald writes from Eagle Pass, March 3, that all of the 
Juarez forces, numbering 185, all told, who had been be- 
sieged by Falcou’s army for several weeks, crossed the 
Rio Grande and landed safely under the stars and 
stripes, having sustained no further loss than three men 
while crossing the river, one of whom was shot after he 
had landed on this side. The Juaristas are now safely 
ensconced a few hundred yards below Fort Duncan, and 
are drawing their rations from Uncle Sam’s bountiful 
commissary, greatly to the disgust of Falcon and his 
army. The Cincinnati Hngieer also publishes the fol- 
lowing private letter, received in that city from Mrs. 
Leggett, wife of Captain Leggett of the Twenty-fourth 
Infantry. 

Fort Dunoan, Texas. 

Of course you take very little interest in the revolutionin Mexico, 
but when I tell you that we havea besieged city opposite us, as 
near as Newport or Covington is to Cincinnati, I thing you will be 
interested enough to want to hear how war is carried on by these 
“greasers.” Piedras Negras (Black Rock), a large city in Mexico 
on the banks of the Rio Grande, is not haifa mile from our gar- 
rison, merely divided by the river. The city is held by about 1our 
hundred regular troops, Mexicans mostly, with a sprinkle of de- 
serters from our army and atout thirty discharged soldiers who, 
having served five years under the stars and stripes, have enlisted 
from love of adventure under Juarez, and are havinga taste of 
lead right under the guns and flag they served under so long with- 
out seeing a battle. The commanding officer is Colonel Winker, a 
fine, manly-looking man, with the regulation Spanish black eyes, 
hair and swarthy skin, who has shown some military spirit and 
knowledge by fortifying the principal plaza or square—taking in 
the Custom-house and, of course, all the revenue—so strongly as 
to hold it against twice the number of Diaz men who have kept up 
a constant firing. Captain Leggett and Lieutenant Dimmick came 
near being killed. We were standing on the banks of the river on 
this side. We three ladies, wives of these three officers, happened 
to be standing together, and when we saw them fired on, and dodg- 
ing, you may imagine our anxiety until we knew fora cer‘ainty 
they were unhurt. Henry came home with the dust and dirt on 
his cloth coat which the bullet had knocked on by penetrating the 
earthworks. He escaped by dodging and hugging the wall. This 
morning the bullets cume over into our garrison so thick and fast 
that we had to close up doors and windows, and puta red flag on 
the hos;ital. Six balls struck our ambulance, and one man was 
shot in the leg, so it will have to be amputated. We have the full 
benefit of all tne battle, and we are very much excited. It is some- 
thing worth seeing a regular battle and siege. I wish I were a 
good artist. I think I would or could make my fortune drawing 
sketches of the different skirmishes, sorties, to say nothing of the 
picturesque appearance of the Senors in their scarlet shirts and 
wide sombreros. It is rumored through the garrison that we will 
open our guns on the besieged and besiegers it by chance any more 
‘bullets come this way. Certain it is that a courier left this morn- 
ing asking that a Gatling gun be sent usfrom Fort Clark, about 
forty-five miles from here; and a company of infantry, now out on 
scout, has been ordered back; and that looks as it Uncle Sam 
meant fight. 








MILITARY DIVISION OF THE ATLANTIC. 
Major-General Geo. G. Meade: H’dq’rtrs, Philadelphia. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 

Brigadier-Gen. Irvin McDowell: Cor. Greeneand Houston Sts. N.Y, 

The following officers were registered at headquarters 
Department of the East, for the week ending March 26, 
1872: First Lieutenant Charles Bird, Twenty-third In- 
fantry ; Captain M. P. Miller Fourth Artillery ; Captain 
L. L. Langdon, First Artillery ; Major William Hays, 
Fifth Artillery ; First Lieutenant J. H. Weeden, Corps 
of Engineers ; First Lieutenant J. N. Wheelan, Second 
Cavalry ; General Tyler, quartermaster. 


Major H. C. Hodges, quartermaster U. S. Army, will 
accompany the department commander, from Philadel- 
phia, Pa., on his inspection of Fort McHenry, and Forts 
Foot and Washington, Maryland. 

First Artillery—Leave of absence for ten days, to take 
effect after the 23d instant, was granted Second Lieuten- 
ant D. M. Taylor. 

Fifth Artillery —Leave of absence for ten days was 
granted Second Lieutenant W. B. Homer, March 25. 

Leave of absence for thirty days was granted Second 
Lieutenant D. D. Johnson, Fifth Artillery, March 21, 

Fort Adams, Rhode Island.—A General Court-martial 
met at Fort Adams, Rhode Island, on the 29th of March. 
Detail for the court: Captain B. F. Rittenhouse, First 
Lieutenants W. E. Van Reed, W. B. Beck, S. A. Day, 
E. L. Zalinski, B. K. Roberts, Wells Willard. First 
Lieutenant S. M. Mills, Jr., Fifth Artillery, is appointed 
judge-advocate. 


Fort Trumbull, Connecticut~A General Court-martia! 








met at Fort Trumbull, Connecticut, on the 29th of 
March. Detail for the court: Captain G. A. Kensel, 
Fifth Artillery ; Assistant Surgeon D. L. Huntington, 
U. S. Army; First Lieutenants Paul Romer, Frank 
Thorp, T. R. Adams, O. H. Howard, Fifth Artillery; 
Second Lieutenant J. E. Sawyer, Fifth Artillery, is ap- 
pointed judge-advocate. 

HKighth Infantry.—General Court-martial Orders No. 
5, War Department, Adjutant-General’s office, Washing- 
ton, March 19, 1872, announce the proceedings and find- 


ings of the General Court-martial which convened at | 4 


New York city, New York, November 7, 1871, pursuant 
to Special Orders No. 231, headquarters Department of 
the East, New York city, October 27, 1871, and of which 
Captain L. L. Langdon, First Artillery, was president, 
in the case of Second Lieutenant Edward Lynch, Eighth 
Infantry, who was arraigned and tried on— 

Charge I.—“Conduct unbecoming an officer and a 
gentleman.” 

The specifications under this charge allege the failure to 
properly account for public property and public funds in 
his hands as post treasurer. 

Charge II.—* Violation of the act of Congress of 
March 2, 1863, to the prejudice of good order and mili- 
tary discipline.” 

Specification.—In this: that Second Lieutenant Edward Lynch, 
Eighth U. 8. Infantry, while post treasurer of the tof David’s 
Island, New York Harbor, did, without authority, knowingly sell 
and dispose of nine hundred and fifty-three flour barrels, the 
pro’ y of the United States, furnished for the military service of 
the United States, for which he was responsible, and did knowingly 
and wilfully misappropriate and apply to hisown use and benefit 
& portion of the moneys received by him from the sale and disposal 
of said barrels, to wit: about one hundrei and fifty dollars. This 
at David’s Island, New York Harbor, between the Ist day of De- 
cember, 1870, and the 3ist day of August, 1871. 

The accused pleaded not guilty of the charges and the 
sperifications. The court found him guilty of Charge 
I., and not guilty of Charge IT. and specifications. And 
the court does therefore sentence him, Second Lieuten- 
ant Edward Lynch, Eighth Infantry, “To be dismissed 
the service.” 

In conformity with the 65th of the Rules and Articles of War, 
the proceedings of the General Court-martial in the ay woe case 
of Second Lieutenant Edward Lynch, Eighth Infantry, have been 
forwarded to the Secretary of War for the action of the President 
of the United States, and the proceedings, findings, and sentence 
are approved. Five outof six members composing the court recom- 
mend the sed to cl y ‘in consideration of his good conduct 
and faithful services, as shown in evidence, and the evidence show- 
ing the possible influence of certain irregularities in the conduct of 
post and regimental affairs upon him in the discharge of his own 
duties, which, in the opinion of the undersigned members, detracts 
somewhat from the criminality of his offence; and in consideration 
further, of the diversity of opinion among the members of the court 
as to the degree of his criminality.”” 

The President is pleased to commute the sentence to “‘ suspension 
from rank for the period of eighteen months, and to forfeiture of 
all pay, for the same period except the sum of fifty dollars per 
month.” 

By order of the Secretary of War: 
E. D. Townsenp, Adjutant-General. 
DEPARTMENT OF THE LAKES. 
Brigadier-General P. St. G. Cooke: Headquarters, Detroit, Mich. 

Fort Wayne, Michigan.—A General Court-martial met 
at Fort Wayne, Michigan, on the 21st instant. Detail 
for the court: Lieutenant-Colonel P. Lugenbeel, Captains 
R. H. Offley, Kinzie Bates, First Lieutenants D. F. Cal- 
linan, R. G. Heiner, H. R. Jones, and Second Lieuten- 
ant J. Sumner Rogers, all of First Infantry ; Second 
Lieutenant G. 8. Jennings, First Infantry, is appointed 
judge-advocate of the court. 











MILITARY DIVISION OF THE PACIFIC. 

Maj.-Gen. J. M. Schofield: H'dq'rt'rs, Son Francisco, Cal. 

The following officers reported at headquarters Mili- 
tary Division cf the Pacific during the week ending 
March 19, 1872: Captain C. W. Foster, assistant quar- 
termaster U.S. Army ; Second Livutenant A. D. B. Smead, 
Third Cavalry; Captain Wm. Nelson, Twenty-first In- 
fantry; Acting Assistant Surgeon John E. Fallon, U. 8. 
Army; Lieutenant-Colonel W. L. Elliott, First Cavalry. 

Levant of absence fot thirty days was[{granted to Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Robert O. Tyler, deputy quartermaster- 
general, from headquarters Military Division of the 
Pacific, March 16, 1872. During the absence of Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Tyler the duties uf chief quartermaster, 
Military Division of the Pacific, will be performed by 
Major Charles G. Sawtelle, quartermaster. 


The commanding officer, Benicia Barracks was or- 
dered March 13 tosend to Fort Yuma, in command of 
First Lieutenant Erskine M. Camp, Twelfth Infantry, 
the enlisted men and laundresses at his post belonging 
te companies of the First Cavalry serving in Arizona, 
and the commanding officer, Angel Island, the enlisted 
men and laundresses at his post belonging to the com- 
panies of the Twelfth Infantry serving in Arizona. 
Doctors H. M. Matthews, W. O. G. Springer, and Sam- 
uel L. Orr, acting assistant surgeons U. 8. Army, en 
route to headquarters Department of Arizona, were or- 
dered to report to Lieutenant Camp, to accompany the 
detachment under his command to Fort Yuma. J,ieu- 
tenant Camp, after transferring his command to the 
commanding officer at Fort Yuma, will return to his 
station. 

Third Cavalry —Second Lieutenant A. D. Bache 
Smead, Third Cavalry, was ordered March 15, to proceed 
to his station in the Department of the Platte without 
delay. 

Twenty-first Infant'y—Major Edwin C. Mason, 
Twenty-first Infantry, was ordered March 13 to report 
atthe headquarters of his regiment, Presidio of San 
Francisco, without delay. 


DEPARTMENT OF THE COLUMBIA. 

Brigadier-General F. R. S, Canby, headquarters, Portland, Oregen. 

Fort Lapwai, Idaho Territory.—The President of the 
United States on the 15th of June, 1871, having set 
apart for military purposes at Fort Lapwai, Idaho Ter- 
ritory, separate military and hay reservations, the 
boundaries of each are in conformity with instructions 
from the Adjutant-General’s office published for the infor- 
mation of all concerned. 





1, Tue Mitrrary, ResERvATION,—All the land included in ~ 





following lines: Beginning at a point on the spur of the hills about 
1,400 yards north-west of staff at Fort Lapwai, and which 
is marked by a large flat-faced stone on which is peated in black 
letters on a white ground, “ Initial Point, U. 8. M. R., N. W. Cor- 
ner ;”—thence running N. 65 deg. 30 min, E.—2,400 feet ; thence 8, 
45 deg. 30 min., E.—%,685 feet; thence S. 78 deg. 20 min., F.--900 
feet; thence 8. 41 deg. 11 min., E.—2,250 feet ; thence 8. 16 deg. 
51 min., K.—4,200 feet; thence 8. 71 deg. 39 min., W.—2,375 feet ; 
thence N. 36 deg.; W.—9,300 feet to the it of beginniug and con- 
taining 640 acres, more or less. ee 

_ 2. THe Hay Reservation.-;All the Jand included in the follow- 
ing lines: Beginning at the point where the south line of the Mili- 
tary Reservation intersects the west bank of the Lapwai ( ik)» 
running thence along and on the continuation of said line N. 71 
eg. 30min., E.—4,812 feet; thence 8. 40 deg. 21 min., E.—7,020 
feet, more or less, to the North bank of the Lapwai (creek); thence 
along this creek westerly and southerly to the point of beginning, 
and containing 586 acres, more or less. 


All the bearings are magnetic. 
DEPARTMENT OF ARIZONA. 


Lieutenant-Colonel George Crook, Headquarters, Prescott, A. T. 

General Orders No. 9, headquarters Department of 
Arizona, Prescott, Feb. 7, 1872, direct that on and after 
Feb. 16th no Apache Indian, who, on that date, is absent 
from his proper reservation or station without written 
permission from the Agent or officer in charge, or who 
shall afterwards absent himself without such written 
permission, shall be received back upon, or receive 
rations at, such post or reservation, except as a prisoner 
of war. All Indians who may become prisoners of war, 
either by capture or voluntary surrender, shall be turned 
over at the nearest military post, thereto be held in 
close confinement, until disposed of by orders from these 
headquarters or higher authority. 


General Howard has arrived at San Francisco and loft 
for Arizona, to confer with General Crook regarding the 
Apache Indian troubles. The Arizona Miner of Febru- 
ary 24, has this regarding the Apaches and their pur- 
poses, who have for months been fed and kindly treated 
at Government expense at Verde: “Not one solitary 
Apache, male or female, of the many hundreds who, 
agreeable to the Colyer policy, have recently been fed at 
Camp Verde, is now to be found upon the reservation, 
all having decamped early on the morning of the 14th 
instant, after having burned their camp. On their way 
to the mountains they passed through and rifled the hay 
camp of OC. U. Bean, of provisions, etc. Before leaving 
they freely told soldiers and citizens that they would 
soon be heard from; which means that killing and steal- 
ing are soon to be liberally indulged in.” 

The following despatch has been received by the Com- 
missioner of Indian Affairs. It is dated Arizona City, 
March 15: 

I am in receipt of telegrams from the Secretary of the In- 
terior directing me to report explicitly by telegraph the 
condition of Indian affairs. But few of the tribes recently 
placed on reservations manifest a disposition to positively 
accept the conditions offered by the authority of the Govern- 
ment. No opportunity has been lost to acquaint them with 
the intentions of the Government, and I am convinced that 
they fully comprehend the order of General Crook, to re- 
main on their reservations after the 15th ult. Those at 
Verde and Camp McDowell have all fled and murder and 
robbery have again commenced with renewed vigor, it being 
evident that they have hoarded their flour rations for the 
purpose of inaugurating a new campaign. Raids have been 
made on the settlers in the valleys around Prescott, a large 
amount of stock stolen, and unless protection is afforded, the 
settlers will become impoverished and decimated. A few 
days since [ passed through Prescott fur the Colorado, and 
feel satisfied from personal observation that the above recital 
is true as concerns that section of the country. Reports 
reached me of a similar condition of affairs in the southern 
section of the country, and there is so much earnestness in 
the whole proceedings that I am justified in saying that their 
hostility is full of life and vigor. The Apache Indians who 
came to the Colorado reserve and were fed, all left on the 14th 
ultimo for the mountains with the exception of about fifty. 
The Date Creek Indians generally remain about the post. 
Their young men are abroad. Most of them will probably 
remain and be fed, as their number is small. The murder 
of the station-keeper within six miles of this post is attrib- 
uted to Mexicans. Certain circumstances favor this view, but 
the matter is one of grave doubt. The Hualapis at Real’s 
Springs appear to be friendly, and some of their number will 
probably join General Crook as scouts against the Tontos. I 
am without information from Camps Grant and Apache, but 
heat that the Indians will remain upon their reservations. 
The Mojaves, Pimos, and Papagoes are progressing as favor- 
ably as could be expected, and I do not anticipate any 
trouble from them. General Crook has taken the field, and 
from present indications will pursue them vigorously. 

H. BenvEtt, Superintendent. 








LETTERS IN THE NEW YORK POST-OFFICE, 

Tux following is a list of letters remaining ir the New York Pcst- 
office on the dates given. These letters are retained in the New 
York Office for one month from date, after which they are sent to 
the Dead-Letter Office, Washington : 


ARMY. 
Manca 22. 
igan, Captain Adam. Rutherford, G. V., General. 
—, ae D., Captain Spaulding, R., Captain. 


Smith, Captain. 


Carroll, Major. Strong, W. E., Captain. 


French, J. C., Major. 





Wilson, J. W., Captain. 
Manca 26. ‘ 
rady, James, Captain. Loey, C. R., Captain. 
Bee M. C., General. — Phillips, James, Colonel. 
Dresser, Geo. W., Captain. Ross, R., Captain. 


i . K., Mi 5 Onge, Samuel E., Major. 
er w.Jd adjutant. Poe nog Colonel. 
panes o> Pe Came asd, Frank, Captain. 


Letters have been received at this office for the followi: 


persons : 
Colovel H. A. Elis, Captain J. W. McClure, Captain Edward 
By:ne, Lieutenant C. E. 


ordstrom, U. 8. Army. 

Iv is well known, says the Pall Mall Gazette, that the 
general opinion of our officers of horse artillery has for a 
long time been opposed to the present weight of the gun 
and equipment of that arm, and thore appear to be good 
grounds for their objections. The Times of Wednesday 
last, under the heading of “News from the Camp of 
Delhi,” tells us that four horses of one battery have ac- 
tually died of fatigue after a da ’s march, this battery 
being one of the first supplied with the new mouzzle-load- 
ing 9-pounder gun of 8 cwt, 
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THE NAVY. 
The Editor invites for this department of the Jouanat all facts 


of interest to the Navy, especially such as relate to the movements 
of officers or vessels. 


VARIOUS NAVAL MATTERS. 


Tne Congress, second rate (16), was at Madeira on 
March 11. 

Tur Powhatan, second rate (17), convoying the iron- 
dlad Canonicus, arrived at Fortress Monroe at noon, 
March 22, from Philadelphia, and proceeded to the 
Norfolk Navy Yard. 


A DESPATCH from Havana, March 20, announced that 
the Worcester, second rate (15), would leave Havana for 
Key West in a few days. The Kansas, third rate (3), 
arrived at Havana, March 21, and returned to Key West 
the same night. 

Tue House Naval Committee have agreed to a bill to 
distribute $160,000 among the officers and crew of the 
Wyoming, which would have been due them if they had 
brought into port the prizes which they sunk in the 
: Japanese waters. 

Tue Senate bill which provides that the prize case 
of the rebel iron-clad man-of-war Aljemarle shall be 
taken up and examined by the proper United States 
court, that the captors may obtain an appraisal such as 
is required by the prize laws of Congress, was passed by 
the House on the 19th inst. 


Tue Senate confirmed, in executive session on Wed- 
nesday of last week, the following nominations : 

Commodore Alfred Taylor, to be rear admiral; Ben- 
jamin F. Rogers to be assistantsurgeon in the Navy ; First 

ieutenants Richard S. Collum and David Ritchie, to be 
captains in Marine Corps; Second Lieutenant Aulick 
Palmer, to be firat lieutenant in Marine Corps; Wm. F. 
Spicer, Jr., to be second lieutenant in Marine Corps; 
William H. Hawes, to be third lieutenant in Marine 


THE House passed, on Friday of last week, the Senate 
bill authorizing the President of the United States to 
nominate, and, by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, to reappoint Gilbert Morton ensign in the 
Navy; and also the House bill authorizing the President 
to appoint, and wich the advice and consent of the Sen- 
ate to commission, George A. Stevens to such rank in 
the United States Navy as the circumstances of said 
Stevens’s case may in his judgment seem to justify. 

ReaR-ADMIRAL LEE reports from Havana, under 
date of the 16th inst., that nothing new had occurred 
since his last despatch. Captain-General Valmaseda is 
absent. Quiet prevails. The Russian fleet left on the 
12th for Rio. Complimentary demonstrations were 
made by the men-of-war in the harbor. Rear-Admiral 
Chico came in on a gunboat on the evening of the 13th 
from a visit of inspection. His flag was saluted the 
next morning and the usual visits were exchanged. 


A TORPEDO attached to the bow of the Powhatan ex- 
_ entally was expleded at the Philadelphia Navy 

ard. ‘t was fastened toaspar twenty-five feet from 
theship’s bow. It contained 100 pounds of powder, was 
fired by electricity, and threw up a column of water 
about a hundred feet high, making a wave that rose a 
foot above the vessel’s bow. Rear-Admiral Glisson, Com- 
modore Emmons, Captain Guest, and other naval officers, 
with ex-Secretary of the Navy Borie and some other 
civilians were present. 


THE U.S. su steamer Frolic was to leave the Navy- 
yard, New York, 28, with a draft of men for U. 38. 
steamer Constellation at Norfolk, stopping at'Philadelphia 
on the way and will be relieved at Washington by the 
U. 8. steamer 7 The following are her officers : 
Lieutenant-Commander G. ©. Remey, commanding; 
Lieutenant C. W. Christopher, executive officer ; Master 
W. H. Beehler, navigator; Mates H. F. Moffat, J. A. H. 
Wilmuth, A. W. Allen; Assistant Surgeon G. H. Tor- 
ney, Assistant Paymaster L. G. Boggs, First Assistant 
Engineer J. Roop, Second Assistant Engineers C. R. 
—w W. S. Moore, C. P. Howell, Captain’s Clerk W. 

ones. 

A CORRESPONDENT of the Pall Mall Gazette relates the 

ings in the suit of the United States against Ar- 
mand, the shipbuilder of Bordeaux, in 1868, to recover 
damages for the depredations of the ram Stonewall, 
which ——— from Bordeaux. The case having been 
decided in favor of the defendants by the Tribunal of 
the Seine, Mr. Washburne bas now carried an appeal to 
the Court of Cassation. The Stonewall was originally 
built for the Danish Government by Armand, but was 
sold by him to the rebels, who experienced some diffi- 
eulty in arming her. The English allies of the Confed- 
erates, however, came to the rescue, and an armament 
made in England and a crew of Englishmen were trans- 
ferred to the ram from an English steamer off the coast 
of France early in January, together with supplies for a 


A Court of Inquiry was held at the Brooklyn Navy- 
pos chante of the following officers: rm 
modore W. E. Le Roy, president; Captain Earl Eng- 
lish, and Commander R. F. R. Lewis; Commander 
D. L. Braine, judge-advocate. The object of the court 
was to examine into the case of Captain Egbert Thomp- 
son, who was c with endangering the safety of 
the U. S. steamer igua by towing her through 
heavy ice in New York Bay on her recent trial trip. 
The vessel was very little injured, it requiring but a 
few hours to her ; the court has rendered a 
decision favorable to Captain Thom and adjourned. 
The Canandaigua was to sail for West March 30, 
oe a ae oon report to Rear-Admiral 


Mr. Tyner of Indiana, from the Committee of Public 
Buildings and Grounds, reported ® joint resolution | 


providing for a collosal statue of Admiral Farragut, to 
be placed in Farragut Square, Washington, and provid- 
ing, further, that models be submitted, from which the 
committees of both the Senate and the House shall 
jointly select. The time for selection was limited to 
sixty days. Mr. Garfield moved to extend the time to 
Jan 1, 1873, which was done, and the resolution was 
pe me Mr. Cox, of New York, spoke in favor of this 
proposition, and in doing so paid a fitting tribute of 
respect to the Admiral for his many virtues and gallant 
deeds. The committee first recomended the work to be 
done by Horatio Stone, but Vinnie Ream, hearing of the 
press work, put herself into the field, and through 
er efforts it was thrown open to competition. 


SomE of the Washington papers lately published a 
statement that Chaplain J. J. Kane, of the U. 8. Navy, 
had presented a claim for some $13,000 back pay since 
his confirmation by the Senate, which statement, he 
claims, does him injustice, and has led to the recall of 
his confirmation. To set the matter right we publish 
the following letter: 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT, FourtH AvupiToR’s 
OrFice, March 21, 1872. 
Chaplain James J. Kane, U. S. Navy, Washington, D. C. 
Sir: In reply to your verbal inquiry, I state that the 
raph published in some of the Washington papers on 
the 16th instant, to the effect that you have filed in this 
office a claim for arrears of pay amounting to nearly $13,- 
000, based on your recent confirmation by the Senate as 
chaplain in the Navy from 1861, is without foundation 
Very respectfully, Steruen J. W. Tazor, Auditor. 


In compliance with a resolution of the Senate, ad- 
opted December 20, 1871, calling for an account of the 
expenses of vessels employed on the coast of Santo Do- 
mingo since the beginning of negotiations for the ac- 
quisition of Dominica, the Secretary of the Navy has 
transmitted to that body a statement showing that the 
total expenditures on account of such vessels during the 
time ified (two years) amounted to $490,620. The 
expenditures were incurred on account of ten vessels in 
all. The Secretary of the Navy says in his accompany- 
ing letter that the expenses were no greater than if the 
same ships had been in service elsewhere in the West 
Indies, and somewhat less than if they had been em- 
ployed on some of the other stations. He adds that the 
vessels in the waters adjacent to the West Indies are 
usually nine or ten innumber. The Secretary also says 
that the delay iu answering the resolution was owing to 
the necessity of waiting forthe accounts of paymasters, 
etc., some of whom have been transferred to distant ata- 
tions. 

DIsPATCHES have been forwarded to the Navy De- 
partment from Commander Oscar C. Badger, of the 7i- 
conderoga, second rate (11), dated Bahia, Brazil, Jan. 27. 
He announces his arrival at Maceio on the 17th, and that 
he remained there five and a half days to refresh the 
crew. He received very polite attentions from the au- 
thorities. There was no American shipping in port, 
Our trade with this port seems to be limited. The TZi- 
conderoga arrived at Bahia on the 26th of January, and 
on the morning of the 27th saluted the Brazilian flay, 
and also a Brazilian commander in port, which salutes 
were returned. Business was dull there, and very little 
shippingin port, Commander Badger mentions the ar- 
rival at Pernambuco of the United States surveying 
vessel Hassler. He offered the expedition any assist- 
ance in his power, but it was not needed, their wants be- 
ing confined to the obtaining a supply of coal. There 
was no sickness at Bahia, though at Pernambuco the 
yellow fever prevailed exclusively among the shipping 
in the harbor. There had been many deaths. The 7i- 
conderoga was to sail for Rio de Janeiro Jan. 30. The 
crew up to the date of this letter was healthy. 


SENATOR CRAGIN, Chairman of the Senate Committee 
on Naval Affairs, has introduced the following import- 
ant bill for the reduction of the number and grades of 
officers of the Navy, and for other purposes : 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Congress assembled, ‘hat no further ap- 
pointment or promotion shall be made to the office or grade of 
admiral or that of vice-admiral in the Navy, and cn the occurrence 
of a vacancy in either of said grades the grade shall be discontinued 
and the provisions of law establishing and fixing the pay and al- 
lowances of the grade be considered as repealed. 

Seo. 2. That no further appointment or promotion shall be made 
to the grade of Commodore in the Navy, and after the lapse of that 
grade on the active list, promotions to the grade of rear-admiral 
shall be made by selection trom the grade of captain on that list. 

Src. 3. That t e course of instruction for cadet midshipmen 
shall, after graduation of the next first class, be six years instead 
of four, as now provided ; and that they shall be required to serve, 
if possible, two years at sea before final graduation and appoint- 
ment to to the grade of midshipmen. 

Sec. 4. That naval officers subject to examination before promo- 
tion to a limited in number by law shall not be entitled to 
examination in such a sense as to give increase of pay, until desig- 

by the Secretary of the Navy to fill vacancies in the higher 

; and officers eligible for promotion to a grade not limited in 
number shall nct be entitled to examination until ordered to pre- 
sent themselves for examination, or until a class in which they are 
included has been so ordered by the Secretary of the Navy. 

Sec. 5. That the pay of all officers on the retired list of the Navy 
shall be one-half of their highest duty-pay at the time of retire- 
ment}: Provided, That promotion after retirement fhall not give 
any increase of pay. 

20. 6. That naval officers attached to United States vessels on 
foreign stations who receive payment in gold shall be debited with 
the ; erence between gold and greenbucks at the time of such pay- 
ment. 

Sec. 7. That from and after the of this act there shall be 
no more promotions on the retired list of the Navy. 

Tue New York World has this good word to say 
for the Naval Corps: A proposition has been made in 
Congress to do away with the Marine Corps, and a cor- 
respondent writes us strongly in opposition to any such 
course. Our friend, we fancy, is more conversant with 
the duties of shipboard than the wiles of legislation, or 
he would not siivees us with the trepidation apparent 
in his communication. The motion to abolish the Ma- 
rine Corps is but a new form of the old folly which finds 
periodical vent in a proposition to shut up the military 
and naval academies at West Point and Annapolis. A 
certain calibre of Congressional intellect rejoices in this 
sort of thing, and the move isas regularly made as the 
season rolls around, and as regularly put to the knife in 
committee. About the academies cling many barnacles, 








— 


but forall that we may look to see the Patent Officg 
abolished as soon as these schools. Similarly with 
the Marine Corps. No doubt there are abuscs, and the 
Hon Elijah Pogram must be expected to make the most 
of them. In his way he is right in so doing; but when 
all the eloquence is over the appropriations pass as 
usual. No one need fear their cessation. The Maring 
Corps is based on the old rule of government—divide 
and conquer. A man-of-war, with five hundred souls 
on board, is in mid ocean, or on some distant cruising 
ground. If all the crew were animated by the same 
esprit de corps it would be impossible for the officers to 
supress a revolt, but as itis the marines can be relied 
on against the sailors and the sailors against the 
marines. Whatever disaffection appears the commander 
can meetit. Moreover, in action, while the seamen work 
the guns the marines act as sharpshooters. On occasions 
of ceremony—and ceremony is one great use of a navy 
in peace times by keeping the wealth and power of a na. 
tion before foreign eyes—the marines play a prominent 
part. Their uniforms and equipments are more striking 
than those of the army, and might with propriety be 
made still showier. It does not look well, however, to 
see bat some twenty odd officers out of ninety on ship- 
board, but, apart from this, which needs attention, the 
corps does very well. 





THE CHARGES AGAINST SECRETARY ROBE- 





THE Select Committee recently appointed by the 
House to inquire into the irregularities charged against 
the Navy Department met March 21. There were pres- 
ent Messrs. Blair, chairman ; Sargent, Peters, and War- 
ren. Mr. Voorhees being absent in Indiana, Secretary 
Robeson occupied a seat near the head of the table, and 
Charles A. Dana at the foot of the table. Near to Mr. 
Dana sat his counsel, Mr. Willard Bartlett. After the 
usual preliminaries, Mr. Bartlett rose and said that he 
appeared as counsel for Mr. Dana, editor of the New 
York Sun, and that Mr. Dana came to Washington in 
response to an invitation extended by the Committee, 
and that the question as to whether or not he would 
take part in the proceedings must depend on the rights 
or privileges which the Committee was willing to accord 
him in the investigation; and, im order to prevent mis- 
conception, he would state that Mr. Dana desired to be 
present throughout the investigation, both in person 
and by counsel, and to propound such questions, either 
by direct or cross-examination, as he might desire to 
“~~ or all the witnesses, 

r. Sargent asked whether he understood the party 
=e to make statements coming within his own knowl- 
edge. 

Mr. Bartlett remarked that Mr. Dana was here by his 
own volition, in response to an invitation of the Com- 
mittee, but not as a witness; that he declared his read- 
iness and willingness, and was anxious to substantiate 
the charges in the way he had suggested. 

Mr. Blair said perhaps it was desirable for the Com- 
mittee to take the suggestion into consideration among 
themselves, and it would be courteous to ask Secretary 
Robeson whether he desired to make any suggestion. 

Secretary Robeson replied that he had no suggestion 
to make. 

Mr. Sargent remarked that Mr. Dana, who appeared 
as prosecutor, should be the first witness. He wished 
to learn what Mr. Dana knew of his own knowledge, 
and on what authority he made the statements against 
Secretary Robeson. After that he would have no objec- 
tion that the examination of witnesses should be reason- 
ably extended. 

Mr. Bartlett responded that Mr. Dana appeared as 
prosecutor of no person, save in the manner and on the 
conditions he had indicated. 

Mr. Sargent said it should be determined that Mr. 
Dana state on what authority he made the charges. 

Mr. Blair remarked the simple question was whether 
the Committee would allow Mr. Dana to state his 
charges. This did not involve the question as to whether 
they should call him as a witness. 

Mr. Sargent said he found many things specifically 
stated which could not be of Mr. Dana’s own knowl- 
edge. He should like to know who Dana’s informers 
were. 

Mr. Blair remarked that if Mr. Dana desired to make 
a statement in his own way, the Committee could then 
inquire how much of it was of his own knowledge. 

Mr. Sargent would like to see some responsible per- 
son make the charges, 

Mr. Blair concluded that the offer was that Dana 
would establish the truth of the charges by evidence. 

Mr. Peters said Mr. Dana might not have personal 
knowledge of all the facts, but offered to prove them by 
testimony. Judging from his experience, he thought it 
would be a relief to the Committee if both sides employed 
counsel. If the accuser had counsel, the accused should 
also have counsel. 

Mr. Sargent did not object to counsel, but he thought 
the Committee ought to have something more specific to 
go upon than newspaper articles. 

Mr. Blair said if the Secretary of the Navy, or any one 
else, desired to employ counsel, nothing would be more 
agreeable to the Committee. 

Mr. Sargent remarked that the names of the witnesses 
could be given and subpcenaed. 

Mr. Blair said he supposed that not more than two or 
three witnesses a day would be examined, and this 
might take place in the evening. 

Mr. Bartlett observed that if the Committee should 
pursue the course he had indicated he would furnish the 
names of witnesses from day to day; but before furnish- 
ing the names he wanted to know what course the Com- 
mittee were going to take. 

Mr. Peters expressed a desire that Secretary Robeson 
employ counsel to relieve the Committee from embar 
rassment. 

Mr. Robeson replied that he should not employ coun 
sel unless the Committee made such a request. He was 
here ready to be examined, 
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Mr. Blair said the Committee could hardly concur in 
making such a request, but he believed it would be 
agreeable to; the Committee if Mr. Robeson should em- 
ploy counsel. ; : F 

Mr. Robeson said he was charged with certain gross 
abuses of his office, and desired, first, to know from 
whom the charges came; and second, whether the accu- 
sations were ina responsible form. He understood there 
were no charges on which investigation could go on as 
yet. Ina common police court every man accused is 
arraigned on sworn charges of some responsible party. 
If the Committee think it were better I should employ 
counsel, I will do so. I desire this matter be concluded 
as soon as practicable, as it interferes with my official 
business. 

Mr. Bartlett remarked if no such charges are here it is 
the fault of the House who raised the committee. 

Mr. Blair—I understand it is the purpose to produce 
charges before the committee. 

Mr. Bartlett—What we propose ia to produce such 
proof as applies to irregularities in the Navy Depart- 
ment. There is nothing calling on us to make the 
charges, definite or indefinite. If we have made charges 
in the newspapers, we are ready to substantiate them. 
The House has no power to call us to account for what 
is published in newspapers, but if anybody claims he has 
been thus injured he can call us to account. We are re- 
quired by the resolution of the House to present evi- 
dence of irregularities in the Navy Department. Mr. 
Dana has been placed in the position of accuser, and he 
will substantiate these charges if allowed the legal 
methods of procedure, but otherwise he will not do so. 

Mr. Sargent understood, from what counsel had just 
said, the charges in the New York Sun were abandoned, 
and that any person aggrieved by them could bring 
suit, if they chose, against that paper. 

Mr. Blair remarked the resolution of the House under 
which the committee was appointed referred to charges 
in the newspapers. It did not specify any particular 
newspaper, but newspapers of large circulation published 
in New York. 

Mr. Bartlett said the resolution by no means spoke of 
the New York Sun. 

Mr. Sargent remarked he had before him articles from 
that paper which contained charges of corruption against 
the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. Bartlett said the resolution spoke of charges of ir- 
regularities. 

Mr. Robeson called attention to the language of the 
House resolution, namely : 


Whereas, Charges have appeared in newspapers of large 
circulation published in the city of New York and elsewhere, 
calculated to affect injuriously the reputation of the Secre- 
tary of the Navy, and to cast doubts upon the integrity of 
the administration of the Navy Department; therefore 

Resolved, That a select committee of five members be ap- 
pointed to investigate any irregularities charged, and to 
inqnire generally into the administration of the affairs of the 
Navy Department daring the incumbency of the present Sec- 
retary, and report the same to the House. 


Secretary Robeson said the attack on his character for 
honesty was the ground on which the subject was to be 
investigated. Neither Mr. Dana nor any other gentle- 
man got the investigation on the general administra- 
tion of his office ; but as attacks were made on his per- 
sonal integrity, it became his duty and privilege to ask 
for this investigation which was ordered. He had re- 
ceived a note from the committee inclosing a copy of the 
resolution, and informing him that the charges would be 
made the subject of an investigation by the committee, 
and inviting his attendance before it. If the publisher 
of the paper can substantiate the charges he has now an 
opportunity of doing so. He (Secretary Robeson) did 
not suppose the committee wanted a general investiga- 
tion unless specific charges be made here. If the charges 
be made he wanted to meet them. He hada right to 
know what were the specific charges to be investi- 
gated. 

Mr. Bartlett said they had no intention to present 
written charges, but to substantiate such as were re- 
ferred to by the resolution. 

Mr. Sargent remarked that if the party do not intend 
to present charges of corruption it was the duty of the 
committee to proceed and call Mr. Dana to the stand. 
He should have an opportunity to show whether the 
charges were true or false. 

Mr. Bartlett repeated that they came here to substan- 
tiate the charges of irregularities in the Navy Depart- 
ment as embraced in the scope of the resolution. 

Mr. Sargent said the charge that the Secretary of the 
Navy was concerned in corruptions to the extent of a 


million and a half of dollars, was something more than | P® 


irregularities. 
investigation. 

Mr. Peters presumed if there were no evidence to sus- 
tain these charges of corruption they would fall to the 
ground. Let the names of the witnesses be given, and 
let the committee examine them with reasonable dis- 
cretion. After further conversation Mr. Peters sub- 
mitted the following resolution, which was agreed to. 

Resolved, That the editor of the New York Sun be allowed 
to have produced before the committee such witnesses as he 
may desire to have examined, and by himself or counsel to 
examine such witnesses in relation to any matters within the 
scope of the inquiry before the committee ; and that the Sec- 
retary of the Navy be allowed to appear, with counsel, if he 
sees fit; and that it is the preference of the committee that 
both of said parties shall, either in person or by counsel, 
conduct the examination and cross-examination of the wit- 
nesses. 

Mr. Bartlett said he would present a list of wit- 
nesses. 

Mr. Robeson thought that the naval officers could be 
pioduced without being summoned. 

It was then agreed to adjourn until Monday evening 
at 7 o’clock, when the investigation would be commenced, 

At a subsequent meeting Mr. Bartlett, counsel for Mr. 
Dana, declined to go on until they could obtain the 
papers they had called for. 

Secretary Robeson said he had been called on by letter 


Such charges of corruption challenged 


to produce before the committee the contracts between 
the Bureau of Construction and Repairs and certain per- 
sons therein named. All the original contracts made- 
with the Navy Department are in the Treas Depart 
ment, and therefore the call should be made on the Sec- 
retary of the Treasury. 

Mr. Bartlett said he had simply requested that copies 
of the contracts, with names of certain persons, bs fur- 
nished. 

Secretery Robeson remarked, before he brought papers 
here he wanted to know whether it was at request of the 
committee, and not at request of any particular person. 
He had also been requested to produce reports of officers 
appointed to examine into claims founded on contracts 
from March 2, 1867, covering all the transactions for the 
last five years. He should prefer to bring copies of the 
papers ; if the originals were brought here, he must be 
sure into whose hands they would go. 

Mr. Blair said that as he understood it the committee 
directed him to receive the names of witnesses and the 
character of the evidence desired by Mr. Dana. On that 
supposition he had written letters requesting the pro- 
duction of the papers. That was all he supposed he was 
authorized by the committee to do. 

Secretary Robeson remarked that it was impossible to 
have them here to-night. 

Mr. Bartlett said that in asking for copies of contracts, 
etc., he did not think he would be met with technicali- 
ties. He wanted certain papers, but did not know the 
precise source they were to come from. He had asked 
for the papers in a general way and should like to know 
how soon they could be procured. 

Secretary Robeson asked whether the committee con- 
sidered his remarks as technical. 

Mr. Bartlett—You understood me to say so. 

Mr. Sargent moved that the chairman call for the 
originals or copies of documents bearing on the articles 
of the New York Sun from January 16 to March 10. 

Mr. Bartlett said if any action was to be taken to re- 
strict inguiry other than was provided for in resolution 
heretofore adopted they should consider it as an attempt 
to recede from that resolution. They were not bound to 
proceed in any other manner. 

Mr. Sargent did not press his motion, and the com- 
mittee adjourned until Thursday night. 

There were present, besides those above mentioned, 
six or eight witnesses, including William Faxon, ex- 
Assistant Secretary of the Navy, who arrived from Con- 
necticut to-day, Ex-Senator Cattell was also present. 
William P. Wood, formerly head of the Treasury De- 
tective Bureau, was among the spectators, and may be 
summoned as a witness. 

Among the papers called for by Dana’s counsel are the 
contracts with Secor and Corliss, Secor and Perin, and 
Zenas Secor. 


THE FUTURE OF ARMORED SHIPS. 

Tue report of the committee appointed in England 
“to examine the designs upon which ships of war have 
recently been constructed,” has just been made public. 
From the portion which has thus far been published in 
the London Engineer, we take the following remarks 
upon the subject of armor plating for war vessels, which 
is much the most significant and important portion of 
the report : 
Hitherto the powers of offence, represented by artille- 
ry, and of defence by armor, have advanced almost 
pari passu, sometimes one, sometimes the other slightly 
in advance ; but we appear now to be closely approach- 
ing a period when the gun will assert a final and defi- 
nitive superiority. 
When the Devastation was designed there was reason 
to believe that armor such as hers (12 in. plates, besides 
backing) was impenetrable to the most powerful gun 
used by any nation. Since that time the adoption of 
improved gunpowder for heavy guns has so far increased 
the penetration of the 25 ton gun that, at close ranges, 
the Devastation can no longer be said to be impenetrable 
to the guns actually carried in the turrets of the Mon- 
arch. Nor is this all. The Devastation herself is to 
carry guns of far greater power (35 tons) than those of 
the Monarch, and we see no reason to believe that the 
limit of weight and power in guns will even then have 
been reached. Sir William Armstrong, in an important 
letter which he addressed to Lord Dufferin on the 3d of 
March, and of which a copy is annexed, says: “ Even 
now the Elswick Company would not hesitate to accept 
orders for rifled guns of 14 in. calibre, throwing shot half 
a ton weight with a charge of two hundred weight of 
wder, and to pledge their reputation on the success of 
the undertaking.” He adds, that “‘there are good rea- 
sons for inferring that no thickness of iron less than 20 
in., supported by a backing corresponding to that used 
in the Hercules, would have any chance of offering the 
required resistance” to sucha gun. Another very emi- 
nent authority, Sir Joseph Whitworth, in the accompa- 
nying paper with which he has favored us, says that he 
is prepared to undertake to make a gun of 11 in. bore 
which shall penetrate armor 16 in. thick at 1,000 yards, 
and that, for protection against a 13 in. bore gun the ar- 
mor would require to be not less than 24 in. thick. We 
see no reason to doubt that it is within the resources of 
science to construct guns of the power described, while 
it is certain that no first-class sea-going ship of war of 
manageable size can be made to carry complete armor 

rotection of anything like 24 in. in thickness, nor de we 

‘eel at all confident that even this thickness, if attained 
would permanently continue to be impenetrable. It re-, 
mains, then, to consider whether, when these probabili- 
ties become accomplished facts, ship armor will retain 
any value, or whether it ought not rather to be abandon- 
ed as a mere costly encumbrance. 

Sir William Armstrong, as will be seen on reference to 
his letter, contemplates and recommends the reduction 
of armor-plating to a minimum, or even its total aban- 
donment. His opinion, and the grounds on which it is 
based, are entitled to great respect, and have received 











our best_and most careful consideration. But we have 





found ourselves unable to arrive at the same conclusion. 
After every allowance for the disadvantages that 
attend the use of an enormous dead weight of very costly 
armor, which after all is not absolutely impenetrable to 
certain 5 ere guns,‘we cannot lose sight of the indis- 
putable fact that in an action between an armor-clad and 
an unarmored wy A (assuming that carry guns of 
equal power) the former has, and must have, an immense 
advantage in being able to penetrate the sides of her ad- 
versary at a distance at which she is herself impenetra- 
ble; and further, in being able to use with effect those 
most destructive projectiles “common” shells, which 
would fall harmless from her own armored sides. Even 
assuming that absolute impenetrability to shot proves to 
be unattainable, it is still our opinion that the time has 
not come to throw off armor altogether, but that it is 
necessary that the first ranks of our ships of war should 
continue to carry armor of as great resirti 
possible. Before quitting this part 
sire to remark that although, as before pointed out, there 
are serious difficulties in the way of ee 
material extent the thickness of armor applied in the 
usual manner to sea-going ships, viz.,in the form of a 
complete belt around the ship, from stern to stern, at the 
water line, besides local protection for guns, men, etc., 
it is not by any means certain that some method may 
not be devised of securing the requisite reserve of buoy- 
ancy-by other means than armor plating. Were this ac- 
complished, the area of the armor might be diminished, 
and its thickness increased in a co ing degree. 
The ship would then comprise a very strongly plated 
central citadel, purreunded anh supported by an unar- 
mored raft constructed on a cellular system, or contain- 
ing some buoyant substance, such as cork, which, without 
offering any material resistance to the passage of pro- 
jectiles, would not be deprived of its buoyancy by pene- 
tration. 

In the absence of any practical experience of the ef- 
fect of large shells or of upon such a structure 
as that which we have in view, it is impossible to say 
with confidence that the object aimed at would be thus 
attained, and if it were, consequences of so much impor- 
tance and value would follow that we think it right to 
indicate this line of inquiry as worthy of experimental 
investigation. 

Another mode in which it is possible that additional 
carrying poe (and consequently the means of increas- 
ing the thickness of om may be obtained, is by an 
alteration in the form of the hull at and below the water 
line. An important investigation, which has for some 
time past been pursued by one of our colleagues, Mr. 
Froude, has, although net yet complete, led to the belief 
that the lines usually adopted for obtaining high a 
under steam may perhaps prove to be actually less adapt- 
ed to that purpose than a form which will admit of much 
greater weight being carried by a ship of equal length. 
In order to test this on a larger scale than has hitherto 
been within Mr. Froude’s reach, their lordships have ap- 
proved of experiments being undertaken to ascertain the 
actual resistance offered by ihe water to the passage of 
vessels of different forms and at various rates of speed. 
As these experiments will ocoupy some time, it is not in 
our power to do mors than refer to them as indicating 
one of the directions in which important advantages may 
be sought with a fair prospect of success. 








NAVY GAZETTE. 


REGULAR NAVAL SERVICE. 


ORDERED. 


Marcu 20.—Lieutenant Wells L. Field, to the Lackawanna, per 
steamer of the 30th inst. 

Gunner Wm. Cope, to the Navy-yard, Philadelphia. 

Mancu 2%.—Captain J. B. Oreighton, to duty with Rear-Admi- 
ral Stringham, at New York. 

Lieutenant J. F. Meigs, to League Island, Pa. 
. i, lain = Hibben, to the receiving ship Vermont on the 

st of May next. 

Marca 25.—Captain C. H. B. Caldwell, to temporary command 
of the Portsmouth, and on arrival at Rio de Janeire to command 
the Lancaster. 





DETACHED. 


Maxrca 21.—Lieutenant Samuel W. Very, from torpedo duty at 
Newport, R. I., and preparatory orders for staff duty on the South 
Atlantic Fleet. 

Boatswain Robert Dixon, from the Navy-yard, New York, and 
placed on waiting orders. 

Gunner Edwin A. McDonald, from the Saranac, and placed on 


waiting orders. 
Marcu ey George W. Wood and Assistant Surgeon 
from the Naval Hospital, Mare Island, Cal., and 





Assistant Surgeon Remus C. Persons, from the Navy-yard, Mare 
Island, and ordered to the Naval Hospital at that yard. 

Marcu 25.—Lieutenant F, Aug. Miller, from the Navy-yard, 
Boston, and ordered to the receiving ship Vermont. 

Ensign B. H. Buckingham, fromthe Hydrographic Office, and 
ordered to the Constellation. 


LIST OF DEATHS 


In the Navy of the United States which have been reported to the 
Surgeon-General of the U. 8. Navy and chief of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery for the week ending March 23, 1872: 


Pedro Acebedo, landsman, February 3, U. 8. steamer Ossipee, at | 
Callao, Peru. 











CHANGES IN THE MARINE CORPS. 

Tue following are the changes in the officers of the Marine Corps 
since last memoranda, vis. : ane 
Marcu 20.—Second Lieutenant Frank Scott, detached from Ma- 
rine 5 Mectelh, Vo. anh eatennd fo sepert Sie. Cnty en 
board . 8. rece’ ov Sama 

Marca Is “Boennd Lisutoamt Semen Hervilly, commissioned 
ont GS rank’ from Mareh 5, 
1872. 








STATIONS OF VOLUNTEER OFFICERS U 8. NAVY. 
Robert Platt, coast duty. 
Acting Master ; ourvey duty 





Aci Ensign Geo. Glass, coast uty. 

‘Acting Passed Assistant oe Fussell, receiving ship 
Potomac; F, V. Greene, Pa. 

_ hating. t 8 I. » Waiting orders: J. W. 
Elston, U. 8. sseamnan: Tedieebens G. H. Gray, Asiatic ;2. 
Owens, U, 8. steamer Yerror; J. E. ¥. Japan ; 
K H. berry, U. 8. steamer ; J. D. Smith, Naval tal, 
ToC Whitehead, Aslatie Wiest; a. . Wells, receiving akip Yer: 
mont; H, Wi U. &, steamer i 
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| J §. MILITARY POST LIBRARY ASSOCIATION, 
e@ Headquarters 58 Kroadway, New York city. Address 
Joun B. Ketcuvum, Corresponding Secretary, etc. 





FFICERS COMMISSIONED, BUT NOT MUS- 
TERED in through no fault of their own, can receive Pay in 
See ale sections Commtonion laid "ageney. htoreey st 
. 8. t y m A 
Law. Noll) Nesey Oe, New York. Muperwne in U. 8. Die- 
trict Attorney's office. 


LIVE GAME WANTED! 


IFTY OR MORE DEER, ALSO ELK, MOOSE, 


and other iive game, for breeding delivered alive to 
railroad. Add.ess offers, with price, Pr oltlce of Blooming Grove 
Park, 103 Fulton st., New York. Western papers copy. 


LI LONG, U. 8S. ARMY (RETIRED), 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 


69 axp 61 Lipgaty STREET., 
New Yerk City. 











J B. KIDDOO 
e ( U. 8. Army, retired), 
ATTORNEY AND COUNSELLOR AT LAW, 


No. 192 Broapway (Room 15), New Yor«. 


al attention given to the legal business of officers of the 
the y and Navy. 


$9 BILLIARD TABLE — FULL-SIZED 
balls and cues. Quick Rubber Cushions. Very portable. 
= ABBOT & NICHOLLS,95 Li y street, 


MPORTANT TO PARENTSAND GUARDIANS. 
Great Reduction of Terms in the Celebrated 
ACADEMY OF THE VISITATION, 

At Mount de Chantral, near Wheeling, W. Va. 

Board and Tuition in the entire English and French Course, 

Bed and Bedding, Washing aud Mending, Lights and 
Fuel, Stationery und Doctor’s Fees, per annum........... $200 
Piano , 
Even more favorable terms ma 
sis ers simuitaneously at erd the -chool. 
apply fur the Pru-pectus of the Academy. 

BeFERENCES, BY SPECIAL AGREEMENT, 

General Sherman, U. 8. Army. and lady, Washington, D. ©. ; Ad- 
miral David DL. Porter, U. 8. N., ashington, b. C.; Ma- 
jor-General G. G. Meade, U. 8. Army, Phila elphia; General Hart- 
man Bache, U. 8. Army, Philadelphia; Brigudier-General I. N. 
Palmer, U. 8. Army, Omaha, Neb.; Brigadier-General L. P. Gra- 


ham, U. 8. Arm 








y be made, where twoor more 
For further particulars, 


. y, Francisco, Cal. ; Brigadier-General Wm. 
M. Greh ~~ 8. Arie, Fort Hamilton, N. Y.; Mrs. Admiral 
Dahbigren, Washingtun, D. C. 





667 INDEN HALL.” 


Founded 1794. 
MORAVIAN SEMINARY FOR YOUNG LADIES. 
Rev. Evorns A. Frouwsvrr, Principal. 

Lit.z, Lancaster county, Pennsyivan’a. 
This Institution offers the very best advantages to the daughters 
of Army, Navy and Marine Corps officers, not —_ for a thorough 
Englisn education, but, also, for instruction in Music, both vocal 
ana instrumen French, German, Drawing, Painting, etc., etc. 
Upwards of tive thousand young ludies have educated at this 
seminary (with but one exceptio. the oldest in America) since its 
foundation, more than a quarter of a conteny a0. 
In writing for Terms a favor will be confe: in mentioning that 

you saw this in the Anmy ayp Navy Jougna. 





ONDON ORDNANCE WORKS, 
BEAR LANE, SOUTHWARK 8T., LONDON, 8. E., 
ENGLAND. 


J. VAVASSEUR & CO., 
Manufacturers of Muzzle and Breech-Loading Cast-hteel Gune, of 
Wrought-Jron Carriages for Sea and Land ice, of all kinds of 
Projectiles, Fuses, and Ordnance Stores, of Electric and Percussion 
Torpedoes, and of Harvey’s 3ea Torpedoes. 


JUNLOR FIRST LIEUTENANT OF INFANTRY 
desires to transfer to Artillery. Address KANSAS, office 
Army anv Navy Journal. 











TREASURY DEPARTMENT, FourTH AUDITOR'S 
OFFICE, March 15, 1872. 

THE neglect of paymasters to comply with the re- 
quirements of paragraphs 65 and 66 of the “ Revised 
Rules” of this office, in relation to advances, renders 
it extremely difticult to adjust their accounts, and in 
muny cases causes loss to the Government. After this 
date, every such case of neglect to comply with the Reg- 
ulations will be promptly reported to the Hon. 8S: cre- 
tary of the Navy for his action; in addition to which, 
the puymaster so reported will be charged with the 
amount of the unchecked advance. 

The paragraphs referred to are herewith reprinted : 

“65. In cases where an advance of pay has been 
made by a pay agent to un officer ordered on sea ser- 
vice, it is highly important, fur the correct settlement 
of the accounts of pay agents and paymasters, that 
both this office and pay agent who may have made 
the advance be informed of the name of the vessel to 
which such officer is first attached, the name of her 
paymaster, the name and rank of the officer, the date 
of the order, the amonnt of advanced pay, and from 
whom it was received. 

_ “66. This information is required to be furnished 
without delay, by the paymaster of the vessel on board of 
which the officer thus reports for duty.” 

STEPHEN J. W. Tabor, Auditor. 
Approved: J. M. BRopuEAD, Second Comptroller. 








A DESPATCH from Washington, March 27, announces 
that in view of the possibility of a collision between the 
Spanish mun-of-war Pi and the American steam- 
ship Virgincus at Aspinwall, the Secretary of the Navy 
has ordered the Wyoming, now at Fort Monroe, to pro- 
ceed at once to Aspinwall to guard the American inter- 
ests. The Wyoming isa screw vessel, third-rate, carry- 
ing 6 guns. She is commanded by Commander Jokn L. 

avis. 








BREVET Masor-GeneRAL RoBertTO ‘TYLER, chief 
quartermaster on the Pacific coast, and tormerly a di- 
vision commander of the Army of the Potomac, is at the 
Arlington. He came to Washington in reference to the 
Quartermasters bill before Congress, by the pessage of 
which the rank conferred on him at the close of the war 
would be injuriously affected. 
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IRON IN FORTIFICATIONS. 

hace “Fabrication of Iron for Defensive Pur- 
poses,” is the title given to the report of Gen- 
erals BARNARD and WRIGHT, and Colonel MicuHiE, 
upon their observations made in Europe a year 
ago. They found England to be the only European 
power which had progressed so far as to have ob- 
tained by experiment definite plans for the use of 
iron as the main constituent of fortifications—plans 
which have now been carried to the point of actual 
construction. The English discovered that the nar- 
row slabs of iron did not answer, and settled upon 
the use of plates rolled the full size of the shield 
and five inches thick. For details of the construc- 
tion of the Plymouth, Portsmouth, and other forts, 
we must refer to the work itself. The officers sum 
up their observations upon the English system, as 

exhibited by its actual application, as follows : 

First-—For points of peculiar character and very 
great importance, the artificial or otherwise con- 
tracted sites of which require the greatest possible 
concentration of guns, and which may be closely 
approached and enveloped by hostile fire—works 
of the character described as the “ Plymouth Break- 
water Fort,” the characteristic being a continuous 
envelope of iron around that part of the work oc- 
cupied by gun-casemates. These works have gen- 
erally but one tier of casemate guns, though two 
tiers are to be given to the “ Horse Sand” and “ No 
Man’s Land ” forts. But the duplication of tiers is 
admitted to be objectionable, and is, therefore, we 
may assume, admitted for these two works only on 
account of the urgency of having more guns than 
can be placed in a single tier. 

For the roofs of these works, guns, if used at all, 
are to be placed in turrets. This arrangement is in- 
deed almost a necessity ; for, though the height may 
be sufficient for “ barbette,” or shield protected ar- 
rangement, yet the roof area is so contracted that 
guns thus mounted would be exposed to reverse 
fires, shells, etc., to a degree sufficient to render any 
efficient service, except at very long range, imprac- 
ticable. Thus far, however, the plans for turrets 
have taken no practical shape, and the works are in 
course of completion as rapidly as possible without 
them. 

Second—Another class of sites more numerous 
than those just alluded to, scarcely less important, 
but not so liable to accumulated and enveloping 
hostile fire, are marginal positions on great rivers, 
navigable channels, or harbors. For these, when 
naturally contracted, as they very commonly are, 
or low, as is equally common, masonry works with 
from one to two tiers of casemates were the usual 
form which batteries assumed under the old system. 
For such sites the English have applied masonry 
casemates, with, however, the important modifica- 
tion, that in place of th. masonry scarp pierced by 
an “embrasure,” an iron shield closes the front of 
the casemate, and protects the gun. 

Third—For the terre-plein or roofs of the above 
works, and for other low positions liable to close ap- 
proach, it is common to put a tier of guns between 
traverses and behind iron shields; or, where the 
exposure is somewhat less, behind earthen embras- 
ures, As an alternative to these arrangements, the 
Moncrieff mounted gun is authoritatively men- 











tioned. : 


Fourth—For high batteries—say of 100 feet and 
more elevation, batteries en barbette—i. ¢., firing over 
the parapet and without embrasures—are used. 

Of armor-plate rolling a very good description is 
given, the most suggestive we remember to have 
seen. There is a profound lesson for us in one 
statement alone, that the superiority of English 
plates is not due to remarkable combinations of 
machinery, nor to secret processes of manufacture, 
but merely to the skill which has grown out of eight 
years’ practice. This skill lies both in the adminis- 
trative department, where it governs the selection 
and admixture of the various brands of iron, and in 
the laborers to whose care the heating of the pile, 
and all the other delicate and hazardous steps of the 
operation are left. This skill enables the English 
shops to turn out plates far superior to ours—plates 
that do not break under sudden strains, nor fuil in 
the weld. We cannot hope to reach a perfection 
anywhere near this unless our Government, by in- 
stituting public workshops, or giving orders to pri- 
vate firms, shall take the steps necessary for the 
training of workmen. Our officers have no doubt 
that just as sound and strong productions can be 
made here; and no one who knows the variety and 
quality of American irons will deny it. The excel- 
lence of English work is illustrated in the massive 
3-inch bolts for fastening armor. These cost eighty 
cents @ pound, and are subjected to severe tests. 

In the subject of fortifications our authors take 
occasion to praise the arrangement of the magazines 
in the new English forts. The battery magazines 
contain 100 rounds per gun, with reserves at a cen- 
tral part of the fortress. The Moncrieff gun-car- 
riage was thought more of at the time the commis- 
sion visited Europe than now; but even in this re- 
port we find evidences that it was not in entire 
favor. 

The Austrian torpedo service has a careful chapter 
with excellent illustrations devoted to it. In treat- 
ing of artillery, which was not a chief subject of 
study, the authors remark that there are two gener- 
al systems on which rifle guns are constructed, rep- 
resented by the steel and iron weapon of England 
and the all steel gun of Krupp. These and the 
8 centimetre bronze gun of the Prussian service are 
described and illustrated. ‘“ Naval defensive con- 
structions ” also have a chapter devoted to them, in 
which several of the British, some Russian and Swe- 
dish vessels are described. The Russians are re- 
ported to have ten: single and two double turretted 
monitors, with two 3-turret and three 2-turret moni- 
tors under construction. These turrets, it should be 
remarked, are really the “Coles cupola,” which ap- 
pears to have been almost exclusively adopted in 
Europe. They are made up, in the case of a double 
cupola Russian ship, of an interior iron skin, then 
an iron and teak backing vertical, the same horizon- 
tal and finally a 6 inch plate; the hull was to have 
5inch armor. Drawings are given of a Swedish 
monitor with a sloping glacis !aid on the deck, in- 
tended to deflect shots fired at the base of the turret 
from a horizontal to an upward-inclined line of di- 
rection. In their general remarks upon fortifica- 
tions the authors point to the value of forts to the 
French in their war, when the siege of Paris was 
protracted for 135 days, long enough, as they remark, 
to have sufficed under ordinary circumstances for 
the relief of the city. Both in this chapter and ina 
former one details of the magnificent defences of 
Antwerp are given. 

We have been unable in this article to do more 
than point out the scope of a work that is especially 
valuable to Americans. In the matter of applying 
iron to defensive purposes England leads the world 
both in experiment and in liberality of expense. In- 
deed the other nations without exception have de- 
clined to enter into competition with her, preferring 
to take her results when they are reached. The lib- 
erality with which she supplies the details of these 
experiments, and the conclusions drawn from them, 
to other nations are worthy of the highest praise. 
During their progress three great wars have been 
fought by her rivals; but urgent as the lessons of 
these conflicts have been, they have still failed to 
overbalance the dread of the expense inseparable 
from experiments in warlike material. The present 
report, embodying the English practice in the use of 
iron in fortifications, is one alternative for such ex- 





periments, With a Navy thinned down toa mini- 
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mum, and important cities and roadsteads almost 
completely unprotected, there is no nation which 
more needs to study this subject than the United 
States. 








THE examination of Senators PATTERSON, SuM- 
NER, and ScHURZ has made the evidence before the 
Committee on the Sales of Arms unusually interest- 
ing this week. From Senators Scuurz and Sum- 
NER very little was elicited, those gentlemen indeed 
failing to show even good reasons for demanding 
an investigation. Mr. SUMNER denied the right of 
the Committee to act, claiming that it was not made 
up of Senators who were friendly to the investigation, 
though he did not deny that every member of the 
Committee had voted for it. The most serious block in 
the way of investigation has undoubtedly been the 
ignorance or refusal to answer of the two Senators 
who are most responsible for the remarkable spec- 
tacle of a Government charging itself with fraud 
and breach of obligations toward another nation. 
Messrs. SUMNER and ScHuRZ both declared that 
the Marquis of CHAMBRUN had taken no especial 
pains to bring on the investigation, but Senator 
PATTERSON'S testimony directly contradicted what 
little they were willing to say about CHAMBRUN’s 
course in the affair, and filled up the numerous 
blanks where they refused to give testimony. 

Besides this important testimony, it was proved 
that the despatch announcing that a committee of 
the French Assembly had voted to request an in- 
vestigation by our Government, came from REv- 
TER’s news agency in London. This agency corre- 
sponds to the Associated and other press agencies in 
this country, but it is noturious for the incorrect- 
ness of its information; and to newspaper men, to 
trace a despatch to REUTER’s agency is almost 
equivalent to assuring its worthlessnesa. 

The House Committee has finished its investiga- 
tion, and probably the gentlemen of the Senate will 
not be occupied with this business more than a week 
longer. From present indications the reports of 
both will be altogether unfavorable to those who 
have made so bold an attack on the reputation of 
this Government, and the honor of many of its offi- 
cers. 








THE arguments of Adjutant-General TowNsEND 
in favor of the continuance of our present system of 
staff organization find answer in a temperate and 
judicious discussion of the subject of reorganiza- 
tion which appears elsewhere in a communication 
signed “Reform.” So far as our space will allow, 
we are glad to present the arguments on both sides 
of this question while the subject is betore Congress. 
We have no pet theories to contend for, no class in- 
terests to serve, and are simply desirous to bring 
the question of staff reorganization to the test of 
sound reason and ripe experience. All facts and ar- 
guments which throw any light on the question, as 
to what it is wise to do in this matter, in the inter- 
ests of the Army as a whole, are welcome to our 
columns, We only wish to avoid discussions which 
seem to deny the axiom that the whole is greater 
than any one of its parts. Let all of our officers be 
well assured that whatever changes are shown to be 
for the interests of the Army as a whole, will in the 
end prove to be for the interest of every class and 
individual in it. 








THE circular of the Secretary of War directing 
periodical investigations into the charges of post 
traders, inaugurates a very much needed reform of 
the business, not merely in the interest of the sol- 
dier, but of the trader as well. It appears that 
some posts are farmed out by those who have ob- 
tained the appointment of trader, and this is unde- 
niably an abuse that ought to be removed. We do 
not know that there is any inherent objection, how- 
ever, to giving a trader more than one post, for the 
larger his purchases are the cheaper he ought to 
buy and sell. But in such cases he should be com- 
pelled to attend to his business through clerks for 
whom he is responsible, and not allowed to farm it 
out atahigh price. But we fear that the circular 
will fail to establish cheaper rates for the enlisted 
man, for the reason that the real cause of high prices 
is the inability of the trader to collect his dues, to. 
which the Secretary refers in the second paragraph 
Fifty per cent. is a high profit anywhere, but if the 
uncollectable debts of the soldiers are so heavy that 





the trader still does a losing business, we do not 
see how the council can recommend a reduction 
of prices. In a field so thoroughly under control as 
the Army, trade can easily be subjected to such re- 
strictions as shall ensure low prices, while at the 
same time a just profit is ensured to the trader. 
There are objections to any interference by the Gov- 
ernment in the private relations of soldiers, and the 
“let alone” policy at present in force is an effort to 
avoid abuses which were much complained of under 
the former rule. On the whole it seems to us that 
the Government should assume the direction of the 
trade at posts, allow a fixed rate of profit for posts 
averaging a certain yearly business, and Congress 
should agree to give the trader a lien upon a part of 
the soldier's pay ; debts exceeding this proportion to 
be at the trader’s risk. The trade at each post 
would then have a certain value, and even if this 
were in some cases less than it is at present, men 
could always be found to accept a moderate certain- 
ty when they would hesitate to shoulder the risk of 
losses even for the chance of a larger business. As it 
is now the honest soldiers are obliged to pay for the 
delinquencies of unprincipled comrades. 








SENATOR SHERMAN, of Ohio, in a speech on the 
measures proposed by the Committee on Finance 
for the reduction of taxation, said that General GaR- 
FIELD had shown that out of $291,564,441 the ex- 
penditure during the last fiscal year, $175,543,140, or 
60 1-2 per cent. of the whole, was paid for expenses 
growing directly out of the late war. From this 
may be judged how admirable will be the condition 
of this country when, by a continuance in the policy 
of paying off the debt, the greater part of this 60 1-2 
per cent. shall have been thrown out of our bur- 
dens. The committee propose to apply $50,000,000 
a year to this purpose, and this year there will be 
according to the Secretary of the Treasury $36,000,- 
000, and according to Mr. SHERMAN $50,000,000, sur- 
plus, which is the amount the committee propose to 
reduce the taxes. Our progress in economical ad- 
ministration, thorough collection of taxes, and gen- 
eral prosperity of the country, is shown in the fact 
that the taxes already repealed since the war yielded 
$233,000,000. Those which are retained yield far 
mere than the same taxes in former years, and more 
than was estimated by the most sanguine person. 
In the reduction of expenses, which our Congress- 
men pursue with such eagerness, we find in Mr. 
SHERMAN’s general statement no threatening to the 
Army or Navy beyond a scrutiny of the pension 
list, and of expenses for public buildings, unless the 
more general subject of “expenses growing out of 
the war” covers some hidden serpent ready to 
strike at the peace of officers. With a showing so 
assuring as this, we hope that the nation’s council- 
lors will consider the Army and Navy, the many 
points in which they are grievously lacking through 
no fault of their own, and the decided danger to 
which some of our greatest cities might be exposed 
by the sudden breaking out of a war. We are care- 
lessly assuming risks without studying their magni- 
tude, and begrudge remedies which, far from being 
of sectional and partial value, would inure to the 
benefit of the whole war-making power of the coun- 
try. 





THE Army Appropriation bill, which was first on 
the calendar of the Committee of the Whole, was 
taken up March 21, and an hour and a half occu- 
pied by the Democrats in general debate. General 
SLocuM made a speech on abuses in the Army, select- 
ing for his special notice the system of retiring offi- 
cers upon the pay of Volunteer rank held by 
them during the war, the Ordnance Corps, and the 
prevalance of partisan politics among officers. He 
said there were officers who received as captains $1,- 
840 a year while in active service, and were now 
drawing from $4,000 to $5,000 as brigadier and ma- 
jor-generals on the retired list, while doing nothing. 
The Ordnance Corps he thought an expensive hum- 
bug. All the arms needed for our little Army could 
be made in Colt’s armory, without employing fifty 
additional workmen, but to do this work the Gov- 
ernment maintains twenty-seven arsenals, hundreds 
of workmen, and a corps of over fifty officers. He 
advocated the sale of all Government factories and 
ship-yards, and said the Government ought to buy 
everything it needed of its own citizens, instead of 





trying to compete with them in manufacturing. It 





would save millions annually by abandoning the 
business of making ships, guns, and other war ma- 
terials. 


La Liberté of Paris announces that the committee 
of artillery has declared at length the condemna- 
tion of the French field artillery. It has reported 
to the Minister of War that this condemnation, al- 
ready pronounced by the opinion of the Army, has 
been ratified by experience; that the French artil- 
lery is no longer on a level with the progress made 
by other nations and that all the efforts which can 
be made for its improvement would afford only in- 
sufficient and for that reason dangerous palliatives ; 
and that it is necessary to adopt a system of artille- 
ry entirely new; the guns to be breech-loaders. As 
to the material to be used it will undoubtedly be 
steel, since we learn from the American report on 
the Paris Exposition that even in 1867, the opinion 
of French officers had settled upon this material, 
though ne examples of it were presented in the Ex- 
position. The report of the committee was a neces- 
sary consequence of the late war, in which the les- 
son of the inefficiency of its artillery service was 
not the least notable of the many France received. 














THE new British army scheme proposes to keep at 
home seventy-one line battalions, standing in peace 
at a strength of 44,560 men, which in war would be 
increased by the line and militia reserves to 71,000. 
As these reserves number at present 34,720 men, 
there is a surplus of 9,180 men, applicable with new 
enlistments to drafts for keeping the requirements 
abroad at their maximum strength. But of course 
England could not afford to strip herself entirely of 
soldiers, and the actual strength of her army availa- 
ble for foreign service ‘may be taken at 50,000 
men. There are in Canada about 40,000 ac- 
tual militia ready to co-operate with the home 
troops in case of a war with us. The British could 
therefore bring about one hundred thousand regu- 
lars and drilled militia against us without drawing 
upon any colony but Canada. 








Bots houses of Congress have passed the Senate 
bill, which provides that every officer, soldier, sail- 
or, or marine, who served in the war for a period 
exceeding 90 days, may, in settling upon the pub- 
lic lands, under the Homestead laws, count the pe- 
riod of his service as a part of the five years’ resi- 
dence required to obtain a patent to 160 acres. The 
actual residence on the land must be at least one 
year. Six months are allowed after the location of 
the land before the residence upon it must com- 
mence. Persons discharged for wounds of disabili- 
ty may have their whole period of enlistment count- 
ed. In case of the death of a person who would be 
entitled to the privileges of the act, his widow, if 
unmarried, or minor children, if the widow be mar- 
ried or dead, are entitled to its benefits. Any per- 
son to whom the bill gives the right to acquire 
land, may have the same entered and the required 
settlement and residence made by an agent. This 
is the most important feature of the bill, which we 
publish elsewhere. 








THE spectacle of the Secretary of the Navy called 
before a committee of Congress to submit to a cross- 
examination from the editor of the New York Sun 
and his counsel, Mr. WILLARD BARTLETT, is not an 
edifying one; but there seems to be no other way, 
in these days of investigations and investigating 
committees. As the members of Congress have to 
take their own physic with the rest, perhaps to 
thorough a course of treatment will in the end 
work a cure all around. Even Mr, SUMNER at 
length bends his lofty crest to enter the solemn por- 
tals of the Congressional Committee-room, in answer 
to a subpoena from the Arms Investigating Commit- 
tee. But he takes his revenge in advance by pre- 
senting to the Committee two written protests, each 
as long as the preamble to one of his own resolu- 
tions. 








Tue French are very much excited about maps 
which are being circulated in Germany, entitled 
“Das Deutsche Reich im Jahr 1875” (the German 
Empire in 1875), in which the said empire is repre- 
sented as comprising, beside its recent conquests, the 
province of Franche-Comté, Belgium, Holland, and 
Luxemburg, thus pictorially predicting that the 
Germans will very soon be in possession of another 
of the most flourishing provinces of France, 
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CORRESPONDENCK. 


BOARDS OF SURVEY. 


To the Bditor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: Boards of survey are designed by the regulations 
of the Army to protect the interests of the Government, 
and all concerned, in all cases of loss and damage of pub- 
lic property, and to facilitate the adjustment of ac- 
counts. It is to be tted, however, that they fail in 
a great measure to accomplish the important objects con- 
templated. 

Courts-martial are efficient, but boards of survey, al- 
though similarly constituted, are not. There must there- 
fore be a good reason why officers of the Army perform 
their duties efficiently as members of one tribunal, and 
inefficiently as members of another very similar in char- 
acter and organization. General Kautz, in his “Cus- 
toms of Service for Officers of the Army, plainly indicates 
the reason in the following language, viz.: “the func- 
tions of this board are not well defined, and it is, there- 
fore, frequently sitting without either authority of law 
or regulations.” 

Referring to the regulations of 1863, we find a sepa- 
rate chapter devoted to “ Courts-martial” in which all 
the regulations relating to the organization, powers, du- 
ties, mode of procedure, manner of making up proceed- 
ings, etc., are grouped together in a compact and com- 
prehensive form. We search in vain, however, for a 
similar chapter on “ Boards of Survey.” We find instead, 

phs scattered here and there through the volume. 

To expect proficiency in officers orming duty as 

members of boards of survey is, under such circumstan- 

ces, obviously out of the question. If the “Board to 

prepare a system of regulations for the government of 

the Army” will give us a separate chapter clearly de- 

fining the duties, powers, mode of procedure, etc., of 

s of survey, they will perform an important service, 

and make the board of survey an efficient and useful 
tribunal. B. 











STAFF REORGANIZATION. 
To the Editor of the Army and Navy Journal. 

Sir: In your issue of the 16th instant appears in full 
the answer of the Adjutant-General of the Army to the 
questions propounded to him bythe Hon. Committee 
on Military Affairs of the House of Representatives, on 
he subject of staff re-organization. Publicity hav- 
ing thus been given to his opinions, they nat- 
urally fall within the dominion of analysis and just 
criticism, with a view to ascertain the weight they should 
have before the Military Committee, in any project they 
may inaugurate for the improvement and invigora- 
tion of our staff system. 

Withont calling attention to his answers seriatim, 
it may be stated that he raises some strong objections to 
the consolidation of the three departments, Quartermas- 
ter, Commissary and Pay, into one general Department 
of Supply, while it may be safely admitted that his able 
reasons are conclusive against the payment of troops by 
company commanders. In these opinions he will be 
sustained by a vast majority of captains in the Army, 
who will shrink from the constant money responsibility 
which such a system would devolve upon them. 

But going on to the subject of the consolidation of the 
ordnance with the artillery, his arguments are in no wise 
convincing. He states, “The only argument to my 
knowledge yet advanced in favor of consolidating the 
ordnance and artillery is, that men who use the arms 
and ammunition should have something to do with 
their selection and manufacture. This certainly applies 
equally to cavalry and infantry. Whynot include them 
in the consolidation? ‘This question is readily answered. 
The arms and equipments required by infantry and cay- 
alry consist of muskets, carbines, sabres, pistols, saddles, 
bridles, knapsacks, haversacks, etc. With the exception 
of the haversacks and knapsacks, which until recently 
were furnished by the Quartermaster’s Department, and 
which could only have been transferred to the Ordnance 
with a view to sever as far as possible its connection 
with artillery, all the other articles are largely demand- 
ed in civil life, and in most countries are manufactured 
by private enterprise. No scientific knowledge in sup- 
plying these articles is required. So numerous are the 
manufacturers in this country, and so perfect the arms 
and equipments manufactured, that only officers of good 
sense, and above all integrity, are needed as inspectors to 
enable us at any time by contract to supply all the 
wants of the Army. 

If the ordnance is maintained solely to supply infan- 

and cavalry equipments, its arsenals might be closed 
with economy, and the department disbanded without 
loss to the service. 

The question now arises, Is the ordnance a scientific 


Ord 
nance officers will answer, It is. Artillery officers 
will answer, It ought to be. 

If scientific, in connection with what arm? It must 
be answered, artillery. And naturally so. Heavy guns, 
gun s,and ordnance in general, have no use in 
civil life, and the field of invention is mostly restricted 
to officers whose special duty it should be to make inven- 
tionsand suggest improvements. 


Rodman and Dahlgren had no competitors from civil | Inspec 


life, but seeing a necessity, their inventive minds met it 
and the result was the celebrated guns which bear their 
names. 

How much of its scientific reputation does not the 
Ordnance Corps owe to Rodman? And that too in con- 
— with a weapon which can only be used by artil- 

_—_— of no article can safely be disassociated 
from its application and use. It is to application and 
use that improvements are due in every branch of 
commerce, and were the Ordnance Department to adopt 
the ape principle we should never get beyond “the 
days of flint-locks and smooth-bores.” So far as improve- 
ments suggested by use are concerned, all of the experi- 
enee of the artillery is lost, for the ordnance cannot aoc- 





t with good grace any suggestion from an outsider. 
King’s gun-carriage forcibly illustrates this feeling. 
But it is useless to theorize without suggesting a reme- 
dy. The Adjutant-General states, as is well-known, 
that the duties of ordnance were formerly performed by 
detail, to which there are fatal objections. Officers dis- 
contented with artillery duty would not hesitate to use 
political influence to secure details, and the very end of 
establishing a scientific corps would be defeated. By 
merging absolutely the two corps, the system of details 
would have to be resorted to, and in the future, as in the 
past, we would again have separation. All the advant- 
ages claimed for consolidation on the one hand would be 
gained, and the objections on the other hand obviated, 
by giving the artillery and ordnance a common chief, 
keeping the two organizations as distinct us at present, 
promotions in the ordnance to be confined within that 
department, promotion in the artillery to be confined to 
the artillery. By fixing the number of grades in the 
ordnance, the lowest, that of captain, to be filled after a 
competitive examination, from the lieutenants of artl- 
lery who might be detailed previously to service as lieu- 
tenants of ordnance, the scientific standard of the corps 
would be raised, and there would be a sympathy kindled 
between the two corps in the highest degree conducive 
to the interests of the service. The chief of artillery 
would be the common medium of communication between 
the two corps. Inventions made in the ordnance could 
at once be applied in the artillery under direction of the 
chief, and all improvements suggested reported at once 
back to the ordnance. 

As the artillery, in one capacity or another, uses all 
the articles supplied by the ordnance to the infantry and 
cavalry, temporary transfers or details of ordnance offi- 
cers to serve on the artillery would enable them to su- 
pervise the application of every article they now furnish 
the Army. Again, the Artillery School would fall under 
the management of the chief of artillery and ordnance, 
and while, as a staff officer has said, “ there is nothing 
to prevent an artillery officer from being as scientific as 
he desires to be,” the inducements offered to win the 
grade of captain of ordnance would impart new life to 
the subalterns of the artillery, and increase the profes- 
sional knowledge of that arm. In concluding his re- 
marks on the consolidation of ordnance and artillery the 
Adjutant-General gives his approval to the present mode 
of appointment to the Ordnance Corps as follows: 
“ Under the present system as great certainty of having 
only competent officers and those having talent for that 
line of duty, is secured as in the nature of things is pos- 
sible. A certain number of the highest graduates of 
each class at the Military Academy is recommended by 
the academic board, after four years of close observation, 
us suitable for assignment to ordnance duty.” There is 
nothing in the course of study at the Military Academy, 
even after close observation,to enable the academic board to 
say with certainty that onecadetis more suitable for ord- 
nance duty thananother. It is true that high class stand- 
ing may warrant a general recommendation, but itis with- 
in the knowledge ofevery graduate that the impelling mo- 
tive of a cadet in entering the ordnance is to secure the de- 
lightful stations, comfortable quarters, and comparative 
exemption from military discipline, which that corps 
affords. These inducements are so strong, d the 
honor of being in a staff corps is considered by the ca- 
dets so distinguished, that many of them during the 
four years of study overcome the natural indolence of 
their disposition ; but having accomplished their object, 
relapse into idleness, and frequently shew neither the ca- 
acity nor inclination to make efficient staff officers. 
he medical corps, in point of refinement, culture, and 
epee o attainments is justly the pride of the Army. 

he method of appointment is that of competitive ex- 
amination. The standard has always been high, never 
yielding even in the face of all the political pressure of 
the war. The same results are attainable both in the 
ordnance and the engineers, and by the same means. In 
the event of no consolidation, Congress could not do the 
engineers and ordnance a greater service than by abolish- 
ing the grade of second lieutenant, and providing that 
in future promotions to the grade of first lieutenant 
should be by competitive examination from the lieuten- 
ants of the line, of not less than two or three years’ ser- 
vice. Experiense with troops rapidly develops charac- 
ter. To be able to pass his examination, every lieuten- 
ant would have to resist all temptations to idleness and 
dissipation, and cultivate habits of research and study. 
He would likewise have to prove himself an efficient, 
active, enterprising officer, capable of presenting to his 
examiners an unblemished record, He would thus be 
known, and by fixing a standard sufficiently high, only 
officers of great mental capacity could win the honors of 
those corps. It cannot be denied that in both the en- 
gineers and ordnance there is much poor material, and 
its presence can only be accounted for by the vicious 
practice of graduating cadets without any Army experi- 
ence immediately into them. A method has been sug- 
gested to remedy this evil in ordnance ; ought not the 
engineers to adopt a similar one ? 

he Adjutant-General next proceeds to give an opin- 
ion adverse to the consolidation of the Adjutant’s and 
Inspector-General’s ents, but again, will his ar- 

ents conviction to the Military Committee? 

e states: “ There is no need whatever of a head to the 
tor’s Department.” If a department has no need 
of a head, can there be any need of the department? If 
so, then the Inspector-General’s Department is the only 
anomaly of the service. The Army, every department, 
e other staff corps, every regiment, and post, has a 
head, which can no more te dispensed with than the 
body itself. 

Having shown the personal relations between inspect- 
ors and department commanders, no valid reason is 
alleged by the Adjutant-General why these officers 
should not be detailed from the Army at large; yet 
commanding officers of all grades know that an inspect- 
or’s report, to be of real value, must be made by an officer 
of ent in his —* and therefore not 
subject to retaliation at the hands of any officer whom 





it may have been his disrgreeable duty to report, 


The consolidation would work as the Adjutant-Gene- 
ral foresees : “ Two officers of the Adjutantand Inspector. 
General’s Department are stationed at a headquarters to 
do indifferently the duty of adjutant-general or inspect- 
or-generai.” This is precisely the end sought to be 
attained ; the effect of which would be to give us fre. 
quent inspections, and enable a department commander 
at all times to know the condition of his troops. The 
— Inspector-General’s Department is too small to 

of much practical use, but by merging it with the 
Adjutant-General’s Department the number of inspectors 
would be doubled, and could relieve each other iu their 
arduons duties. Nor are the duties of an adjutant- 
general so intricate as to jeopardise the interests of the 
service by such exchange. The term “ confidential in- 
spections,” will not escape the notice of most officers, 
If to keep a “black book” subjects an officer justly to 
court-martial, why should not these “ confidential re- 
ports,” so treacherous and unmanly in their conception, 
so destructive to all military merit, be discontinued for- 
ever ? 

No officer can afford to be a spy upon his brother; let 
all his reports be public, and let it be the inalienable 
right of every officer, good or bad, to know his official 
status at every headquarters. 

The present organization of the Quartermaster, Com- 
missary, Pay, and even Adjutant-General’s Departments 
requires little if any technical military knowledge on the 
part of the officers composing them. In the three depart- 
ments named, citizens without military rank could per- 
form first all the duties, but it has been found economical 
and advantageous to appoint officers, amenable to mili- 
tary law, to fill the different positions. 

To sustain the glaring assertion that little military 
knowledge is required in an adjutant-general it will be 
necessary to again recur to the letter from the chief of 
that department. 

From his own record it appears that, with the excep- 
tion of four years, he has been on duty in the War De- 
partment continuously since 1846, a period of twenty- 
six years. During all that time the field of his military 
vision has been circumscribed by the four walls of his 
office. It is not known that a private soldier has ever 
been required to stand at attention in his presence. 
He has been the medium of communication between the 
Secretary of War, the General, and the Army. He has 
been required to see that papers were in official form 
and while from time to time, through inadvertence, he 
may in his endorsements have commanded his superior 
officers, his functions in general have been exclusively 
clerical. In the fact that “It is not too much to assert 
that many millions of dollars have been saved to the 
Treasury by the information furnished from papers now 
on file in the War Department,” he makes it appear 
that the chief merit of the Adjutant-General’s Depart- 
ment is in the collecting, briefing, filing, and preserva- 
tion of valuable papers. 

In performing so vast and important a service, so 
much knowledge must have been acquired by the citizen 
clerks, who have performed the labor, that it is not rash 
to say that were every adjutant-general on duty in 
Washington removed to the remotest frontier, the ac- 
complished chief clerk of the War Department would be 
able to induct any new Secretary of War into all the 
mysteries of his office. That the duty ofour Adjutant- 
General is now essentially clerical, the history of that 
department conclusively proves. Cullum’s Register 
shows that, with one exzeption, none of the officers of 
that department served in the field from 1862 to 1865. 
During the two most trying years of the war, when 
the nation put forth its greatest efforts, the adjutant and 
inspector-generals of all our brigades, divisions, corps, 
and even armies, that of the Cumberland alone excepted, 
were regular or volunteer officers of no previous experi- 
ence. 


From the nature of his duties, the Adjutant-General 
in the field becomes chief of staff. As such he is the 
confidant of his commander, knows his plans, and should 
be scarcely less skilful in executing them than the gen- 
eral himself. It is true that the system which has grown 
up in Washington may have saved the Government 
millions of dollars; but who can estimate the blood and 
treasure which might have been spared in the field, had 
our Government been able to send competent chiefs of 
staff to all our generals. No officer of the Army would 
willingly reflect on the character and services of our 
adjutant-generals. They have performed their duty 
faithfully, and have deserved well of the country. But 
the fault is not with them personally ; it is in the orzani- 
zation of their department. It is useless to say “that 
the general staff should be essentially the same in peace 
as in war, without reference to the number of troops 
composing the Army.” Congress will not and ought not 
to give usa staff for thirty thousand men capable of 
serving a million, but by inaugurating a judicious sys- 
tem of details, limited to two or four years, it can so dis- 
seminate a knowledge of staff duty through the line of 
the Army, that in case of emergency an abundance of 
officers will be ready for any service. 

We want adjutant and inspector-generals in Washing- 
ton in time of peace and war; we want them in every 
geographical division and department; and we want 
them permanent in in their rank and position. Let 
Congress, therefore, fix the number and grades of the 
officers we need, falling short of the maximum required 
for the peace organization of the Army, and further 
provide that the deficiency shall be supplied by period- 
ical details of fifteen or twenty captains or lieutenants 
from the line, and we shall have all the legislation re- 
—_— to place the Adjutant’s and Inspector-General’s 

epartments on the proper basis. In this legislation 
Congress should not delay, for were war to be declared 
now, we should be as destitute of adjutant-generals in the 
field as in 1863-4. 

The Adjutant-General’s Department cannot suffer 
from consolidation. On the contrary familiarity and 
contact with troops in their minute inspections would 
make the senior officers more efficient, and enable them 
to supply the data n for the general to arrive at 





an analytical judgment on all military matters. 
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While the service adjutant-general at any headquar- 
ters might be absent on inspection tours there would be 
no danger of the junior officers on detail neglecting the 
records, The hope of future promotion would be a suffi- 
cient incentive. : 

Viewing staff duty from the Washington stand point 
it cannot be expected that the chiefs will see the defects 
of their departments so patent to officers on the field. 
It is, therefore, not surprising that ti.e Adjutant-General 
should fail to present a sufficient reme‘y for the only evil 
he has discovered, “the appointm:~.' of unsuitable officers 
in the staff.” “ This cou'd in a great measure be obvi- 
ated by giving more weight to the opinions of the heads 
of departments as to the selection of their own officers.” 

There would be some plausibility in this rule were the 
heads of the staff departments bachelors, but it must be 
remembered that most of them have brothers or brothers- 
in-law, sons or sons-in-law, and numerous other relations 
in the Army. It isthe cherished hope of fathers in civil 
life that their sons may inherit their capacity and fol- 
low their pursuits, Could many fathers in the Army 
subdue this vanity, and successfully resist the touching 
appeals of sons stationed in Arizona, or Alaska, to be 
transferred tothe more genial clime of Washington? 
In departments other than the Adjutant-General’s, offi- 
cers might be named who owe their positions solely to 
paternal fondness, and under the method proposed many 
more would have the opportunity to felicitate them- 
selves on the same good fortune. Again it cannot be 
admitted that the chiefs of the departments, “from fre- 
quent official intercourse with officers acting in their 
departments, through returns, correspondence, etc., have 
great opportunity of judging of any one’s fitness for 
their business.” at proportion of captains and lieu- 
tenants in the Army ever hold official intercourse with 
the Adjutant-General? and if through reports and re- 
turns they do acquire some reputation, may itnot be due 
to the adventitious circumstance of having a good clerk? 
It is well to mark the term official intercourse, tor were 
the most distinguished colonel in the line to visit 
Washington he would soon find, from the number of 
calls he would receive, that staff officers, from their 
chiefs down, proposed to hold official intercourse only 
with other officers of the Army. In the line social in- 
tercourse is cultivated, and from knowledge thus ob- 
tained an officer’s general as well as official character is 
known. 

In promotions to the Adjutant-General’s, Quartermas- 
ter’s, Commissary, and Pay Departments, officers at large 
have never been able to discover that merit or ability 
were essential requirements. They have generally been 
procured through political influence, or the friendship 
of staff officers who wished to make the applicant “one 
of us.” 

Were the selection of staff officers left to the chiefs of 
department, the danger from nepotism and friendship on 
one hand would be as great as from political influence 
on the other. Therefore, in the absence of further leg- 
islation the powers of nomination might as well remain 
in the hands of the President. 

In any re-organization of the Adjutant-General’s De- 
partment, Congress should require promotion to the low- 
est grade to be the prize of successful competitive ex- 
amination. 

As chief of staff of a corps or army, an adjutant- 
general should be familiar with the tactics of all arms, 
the principles of general tactics and strategy, military 
history, and campaigns; he should also possess a 
thorough knowledge of the topography, geography, and 
the resources of our own and contiguous countries. 
These and such other qualifications should be insisted 
upon, as with a fair examination, could not fail to secure 
officers of the greatest ability in what ought to be the 
highest department of the staff. 

The department thus organized could send its ablest 
soldiers to the field. Their positions in Washington 
could be filled by junior officers who, being assured of 
sharing with them all military distinction, would work 
as faithfully at the desk, as they might fight gallantly 
in the field. 

Should the present system be continued, our generals 
in future would look to the engineers for chiefs-of-staff. 
The officers of this corps regard themselves as the elite 
of the Army, and their professional pride is such as to 
encourage the study of the science of war. 

The staff departments, having for so long a time re- 
garded themselves close corporations, it is evident that 
most staff officers will take strong ground against any 
system of details, and the Military Committee should 
not be disappointed with the unanimous suggestion “Let 
us alone.” ft is fortunate, however, for the future in- 
terests of the service that some of the members of the 
committee, General Coburn and General Slocum, were 
distinguished soldiers during the war, who know the 
evils of our staff system and are resolved to correct 
them. REFORM. 

March, 1872, 








STRATEGIC MISTAKES OF THE PRUSSIANS. 
SECOND PART. 


From Woerth to Strasburg the distance is not long. 
A few squadrons of cavalry at full speed could have 
reached the city, and perhaps taken possession. The 
resistance could not have been long, for Strasburg, 
which in times of peace hasa garrison of three regi- 
ments of artillery, two regiments of infantry, likewise a 
detachment of lancers, contained only one regiment. 
Besides, the glacis had not been cleared, the south side 
had not been inundated, in a word the city was not in a 
condition of defence. This coup de main presented so 
many chances of success that it was attempted two days 
afterwards. On the 8th August, 6 P. M., General de la 
Roche, with a brigade of Baden dragoons, summoned 
the city to surrender. These two days, however, had 
not been thrown away. Several thousands of the sol- 
diers from Woerth had repaired to Strasburg. 

General de la Roche was determined to make the at- 
tempt. He felt so sure of success (we borrow these de- 


tails from Mr. Schneegau’s very interesting work, 
“ Strasburg”) that he had brought with him the corres- 
pondent of the Gazette of Carlsruhe, who wrote to his 
paper: “TI thought I should have passed this evening 
in Strasburg; this time my hope has been illusory.” 
Attempted two days earlier, the very evening of the 
battle of Woerth, such an audacious enterprise might 
perhaps have succeeded. Even if it had failed, the 
troops wo, finding the road free, took refuge in Stras- 
burg, could not have done so, and the city, destitute of a 
garrison and without artillerymen, could not have 
offered a prolonged resistance. This fault (delay) con- 
sequently cost the Prussians two months of a rigorous 
siege, and lost them the services of 50,000 men. 

The 6th August, the very day of the battle of Woerth, 
the French troops forming the Army of Metz occupied 
the following positions: Second corps (General Fros- 
sard) was at Forbach; the First division of Third corps 
was posted at Sarreguemines, between fourteen and fif- 
teen miles from the Second corps; the Second division, 
at Benning, about eight miles; the Third, at Puttalong, 
about fourteen miles; the Fourth, at St. Avold, about 
fourteen miles. Marshal Baz.ine’s headquarters were at 
St. Avold. In less than four hours a rapid march could 
move more than 20,000 men to reinforce those on the 
heights of Spickeren, Finally, the Fourth corps (Lad- 
mirault) accupied Bouzonville, less than twenty-four 
miles from Forbach. 

An attack on a point so well protected seemed impos- 
sible; nevertheless it didtake place. General Kamecke, 
who commanded the Prussian vanguard, launched the 
Fourteenth division against the heights of Spickeren. 

What was the object of the Prussian general? What 
he did intend is difficult to divine. The result was un- 
doubtedly favorable. This attack succeeded; but the 
very morning of the battle, at the moment when Ka- 
mecke gave orders to open fire, he should have been ex- 
actly informed by hia spies, and he could not have been 
ignorant that in front of him was Frossard’s corps, 25,- 
000 strong, and that twelve to fifteen miles at most 
ought to have brought together two other French corps. 
In three honrs, four at the furthest, the cannon ought to 
have summoned more than 70,000 French to the field of 
battle. To resist these forces, which as yet had not 
been demoralized in the least, or, more than that, to at- 
tack them, Kamecke had doubtless numerous troops in 
hand. On referring to Prussian documents, which all 
accord so thoroughly that there can be no doubt, it ap- 
pears that General Kamecke had under his orders the 
Fourteenth Infantry division, comprising the Twenty- 
seventh brigade, General Francois, and the Twenty- 
eighth, General Woiner, besides the Rheinbaden cavalry 
brigade, the whole constituting a total of from 13,000 to 
14,000 men. Thus, with this effective, General Kamecke 
assaulted 25,000 men in a position as strony as Spick- 
eren. 

This attack was so headstrong a whim that General 
Doering, commanding the Ninth Prussian infantry bri- 
gade, which was nearest the place of collision, was only 
notified by the cannon shots, and hastened as fast as he 
could tothe support of his imprudent comrade, after 
having the foresight to notify the divisions further off. 
The first reinforcement did not arrive till 3 P. M.; con- 
sequently it had required a forced march of five hours 
for the Prussian regiments to reach Spickeren. It was 
about time. The Prussian general, Francois, had just been 
kiiled. The Prussians, evidently inferior in number, could 
not maintain much longer such an unequal fight. Un- 
doubtedly General Kamecke hoped to be supported, but 
he was not ignorant that the mass of the Second Army 
(Frederick Charles) was too far off to come to his assis- 
tance. The whole of the troops echelloned on the road 
from Ittveiller to Saarbruck, which, by tripling their 
marches, might arrive in time, did not exceed 15,000 to 
20,000 men; in fact, only Generals Doering, Barenkau, 
von Goeben, Zastrow, and Alvensleben’s (glorious, bloody- 
fighting) Third corps of Brandenburgors were within a 
radius of eighteen to twenty-one miles. 

If, indeed, General Kamecke counted upon the cannon- 
ade bringing up reinforcements distant from sixteen to 
twenty-four miles he could not fail to reflect that the 
French, distant on an average from ten to twelve miles, 
might hurry up in less than half the time, which would 
not ameliorate his position. In a word, either reduced 
to his proper forces, he attacked the heights of Spick- 
eren, and the results acquired at 2:30 p. m. demonstrated 
that he failed altogether, or else he recognized that the 
number of combatants were augmenting on both sides, 
while the advantages of the French were proportionately 
preponderating. To dream of success, he had to sup- 
pose, first, that the French generals, in place of march- 
ing to the cannon, would remain quiet in their canton- 
ments; second, that the corps commanders of the French 
army would consider it useless to appear on the battle- 
field, to appreciate the importance of the attack, and to 
take the precautions demanded by the most simple pru- 
dence. General Kamecke could ‘not foresee events so 
strange and inconceivable that the mind even yet to-da: 
refuses to credit them. Therefore his attack was wild, 
and in advance condemned to be unsuccessful. Per- 
haps he was about to bring upon the Prussian arms a 
terrible disaster at the commencement of a campaign. 
These brigades which hurried at a double-quick to join 
him were perhaps devoted to defeat. What matters it ? 
He attempted. He succeeded. [Stonewall Jackson at 
Chancellorsville. 

This day General Frossard had some little matters to 
regulate, a breakfast to finish up, it is said, an interest- 
ing conversation with the Mayor, it is stated. Whether 
true or not, breakfast or conversation, the Commander- 
in-Chief, at 4:30 P. M., comprehended all the duties 
which weighed upon him. So he decided to quit the 
Chariot d’Or, where he lodged, got into the saddle, and, 
mounting a little alley alongside the hotel, he disap- 
peared. During the night his people, much disquieted, 
swore that he was dead; but they found him next day. 
I am not too sure if this fact has been contradicted. 

The same day, at Sarreguemines, at St. Avold, at 
Benning, our brave soldiers heard the distant mutter of 





cannon, Impatient, they clamored for the march, and 


the order was given—to-morrow. And yet the road from 

Sarreguemines to Spickeren is beautiful. It follows 

the Saar without an obstacle. In one hour I traversed 

it that bloody day, the 6th, without meeting any other 

Prussians than a picket of Uhlans at Grossbleiboistorff. 

Yet General Kamecke succeeded. For all that, it is fit- 
ting to lessen this triumph alittle. If one believes the 
Prussians, they took Spickeren with the bayonet. All 
their accounts are unanimous—Spickeren was taken with 
a rush; Spickeren, the impregnable, was stormed. I do 
not note all the changes rung upon this theme ; but they 
are numerous. 

Unhappily, the fact is falsely stated, without offence 
to the Prussians Spickeren was not taken. Since the 
testimony of a Frenchman might seom interested, I will 
here cite certain lines which the Germans will not dream 
of denying, without doubt. They are extracts from the 
Prussian official despatches: 

“The combat only finished with complete darkness. 
The enemy covered their retreat with a violent cannon- 
ade from the heights of Spickeren.” 

Duke Williamr of Wurtemberg, commandant of the 
Prussian guard, is even more explicit: “I wish to con- 
tradict beforehand an opinion widely spread, that the 
position of the French near Saarbruck was captured by a 
bold charge with the bayonet. All that one can say is 
that, of numerous attacks delivered by the Prussians 
with extraordinary bravery, a single one succeeded, and 
even that success was due to the turning movement early 
prepared.” Spickeren was not abandoned by the brave 
division of Lavaucoupet till near 9 o’clock at night and 
the battle wasover. Besides, in spite of their victory, the 
Prussians did not take a step in advance, and did not 
even dare enter into Forbach. By every impartial judge 
this attack of the 6th August will be criticised as a 

88 fault, which might have compromised by an im- 
portant check the success of the whole campaign. What 
proves almost to demonstration that it was not prepared, 
is the precipitate, the furious haste of the brigades on 
the road to Saarbruck. Does it accord well with Prus- 
sian habits to rush thus on an enemy ot.e against two, 
and to leave to chance the task of directing regiments and 
divisions? At Woerth the Prince Royal had 140,000.men 
against the 35,000 of MacMahon. It is evident that this 
attack was prepared; but at Forbach it was nothing but 
a full butt—buffalo-like—the heroic folly of an im- 
patient general. Frederick Charles was two or three 
days’ journey distant; Kamecke wished to snatch from 
him the glory of beating the French. Let those who, se- 
duced by the result, still doubt, run over the files of the 
Times ; they will find the following lines : 

“It is not improbable that the movement of the First 
German division was premature; but the dispositions of 
the German generals once the battle was fairly engaged, 
were able.” 

The German works are no less explicit. We copy their 
phrases: “He (General Frossard) was attacked 
sooner than was intended by the general staff.” “ But 
the advanced guards, too impatient, engaged the Four- 
teenth Prussian division, under General Kamecke, in a 
combat which soon assumed a serious character, so that 
it became necessary to send him help.” 

The day was over—the 6th August; the Prussians 
were victors. What did they do? Pursue us? But 
they did not even dare leave the wood of Forbach and 
enter the town. They could not even throw so much as 
a regiment or squadron after us. More still, the next 
morning they allowed a French division (Castigny’s) to 





occupy the town for twenty-four hours. Let us sup- 
pose now that General Kamecke was induced to moder- 
ate his bellicose ardor. The 6th August was passed in 
quiet ; equally so the 7th. On the morning of the8th the 
cannon thundered against Sarreguemines—it was Prince 
Frederick Charles entering the lines with 120,000 men 
Our two divisions, scattered all the way from Sarregue- 
mines to Bitche, were cut to pieces; the Second corps, 
cut off if it had not abandoned Forbach, all retreat forbid- 
den to it; and the Prince, passing through our scattered 
brigades, would have annihilated one after the other 
those regiments, held as if in a vice between the troops of 
the Crown Prince of Saxony, those of Steinmetz, and his 
own. 


The left wing entered in line at Woerth by a thunder- 
bolt, destroying an army; the centre and right—more 
than 200,000 men—played a ré/e none the less grand; 
and all those fine French regiments, too much scattered 
to be able to maintain themselves, were devoted to as- 
sured defeat. Metz was unarmed. Who knew if the 
campaign might not terminate itself in one day? But 
the attack at Forbach came to destroy these projects; 
and perhaps this defeat did—alas! for a very little time! 
—save the army. To triumph over our soldiers it need 
ed yet Borny, Gravelotte, St. Privat; more yet, it needed 
Bazaine. 

This was not all: Our divisions were instructed by 
danger; they concentrated. In two days, by the 8th, the 
9th, at the latest, they will be reunited at Metz. In- 
stead of waiting for Prince Frederick Charles, they will 
rejoin with all haste MacMahon and the remnant of his 
army, and thenthe defiles of Argonne will become, as 
in 1792, the Thermopyle of France. 

The plan is simple, evident. The Prussians them- 
selves indicated it to us by their premature attack. We 
had four days’ start, and whatever haste the Crown 
Prince used he could not have reached us. These are 
the logical co uences which ought to have followed 
the attack of the bth; but chance, fatality, madness—for, 
in truth, it is impossible to call it simply incapacity— 
our soldiers call it treason—came in to serve the Prus- 
sians. 

Instead of profiting by the few days we had before us, 
and frankly adopting an energetic resolution, our chiefs 
went promenading their soldiers from Metz to St. Avold, 
from St. Avold to Faulquemont, to gather them’once more 
at Metz. Tuen, on the 14th, when it was too late, when 
Prince Frederick Charles was able to meet us, we tried 
to pass. These hourly indecisions, these weaknesses, 
these nullities, repai the fault of Kamecke. All was 
against us—numbers, science, arms, fortune—and that rot 
yet sufficing to destroy us—our generals, ANCHOR. 
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execute the different orders set forth during the drill. The 
major and lieut t-colonel were also indefatigable in their 
efforts to secure proper attention, and aside from the several 





Twenty-toirp Inrantry.—The fourth of the series of | errors enumerated, the regiment asa body displayed much 


social concerts introduced by this command for the creation 


of a band uniform fund occurred at Burnham’s Academy, 
Brooklyn, on Saturday evening last, and, like those preced- 
ing it, was manifestly successful in allits appointments. The 
performance of the Twenty-third’s band has been always 
unqualifiedly excellent, but the music at these concerts has 
been more than usually pleasing, and the selections marked 
in character. Messrs. Papst and Conterno, the well-known 
leaders of this band, deserve special commendation for the 
energy displayed in preserving so high a musical standard 
when its comparative limited patronage as a regimental 
band is known. It is a well-established fact that the uni- 
form standard of all bands is preserved by patronage alone, 
and good musicians will scarcely ever bind themselves to 
any particular regimental ban@ unless almost constant em- 
ployment is guaranteed. Hence the constant changes in the 
musical qualities of bands generally, and especially those 
attached to National Guard commands. The band of the 
Twenty-third has an established reputation, and should re- 
ceive vastly more patronage and attention on the part of 
Brooklyn’s citizens, particularly that portion attached to 
the regiment, for by a little effort the members can aid 
vastly its regimental band. 

Dancing followed the concert, the whole affair terminating 
at least an hour before midnight. The number .of beautiful 
women present, as usual, was large, and it is now an estab- 
lished fact that the Twenty-third lead in this as well as many 
other particulars. 


Firty-rirta Inrantry.— The obsequies of the late 
commandant of this organization, Colonel Eugene Le 
Gal, which occurred on Sunday last from St. Paul’s 
P. E. Church, were of a most imposing nature, and at- 
tended largely by the officers and ex-officers of the First 
division. The Fifty-fifth Infantry, Lieutenant-Colonel Schil- 
ling commanding, paraded as escort to the remains, turning 
out eight commands of ten full files, and making a handsome 
display in full uniform. rigadier-General Varian, the 
Third brigade commander, and staff, took part in the obse- 
quies; and the pall-bearers comprised Colonels Sydney S. 
Cooper, First Infantry; Emmons Clark, Seventh Infantry ; 
Geo. D. Scott, Eighth Infantry; Wm. B. Allen, Fifty- 
fiitth Infantry (resigned) ; Lieutenant-Colonels C. R. Braine, 
Ninth Infantry ; and A. P. Webster, First Infantry. Colo- 
nel Le Gal was born in Brittany, in the year 1817 ; but came 
to this country in early life. In 1830 he enlisted as a private 
in the Light Guards; and twenty-three years later, on being 
promoted to a captaincy, he was appointed aide-de camp to 
General Ewen, of the Fourth brigade (disbanded). Toward 
the close of 1855 he was elected major of the Garde Lafay- 
ette, and two years subsequently assumed the colonelcy. He 
remained the commander of the old ‘‘ Garde Lafayette,’’ or 
Fifty-fifth, until some three years since, when he resigned on 
account of business and declining health. The age of the 
deceased at the time of his death, like the designation of his 
late command, was fifty-five, and his friends are numbered 
by hundreds in and out of the State service. His disposi- 
tion was genial, and during his lifetime won him much 
esteem and popularity. The impressive burial service of the 
Episcopal Church was rendered by the Rey. Dr. Morgan Dix, 
before an immense congregation ; after which the remains, 
encased in a handsome casket, were conveyed by the funeral 
escort to Cortlandt street ferry, Company F, Captain Boehrer, 
escorting the remains over the river or to their temporary 
resting-place, pending their transportation to New York bay 
Cemetery, where the family vault is located. 


E1euty-rourta Inrantry.—On Monday evening this com- 
mand assembled at the State Arsenal for battalion drill. 
The regiment paraded eight commands of twelve files front, 
and numbered in the aggregate about 250 men, rank and file. 
The movements comprised the changes from right to left in 
close column by division; alternately on the first and fourth 
division, etc. The marching by column of fours and column 
of companies was executed in a very creditable manner, the 
regiment in this regard displaying an unusual degree of pro- 
ficiency. Several errors, however, were committed by com- 
mandants of companies in bringing their commands to a 
fours right, when fours left had been ordered, and vice versa. 
At the conclusion of the drill, the colonel, on behalf of the 
chaplain of the regiment, invited the members to attend 


divine service in a body on the fourth Sunday of April, at 3 


p. mM. Lieutenant-Colonel Mitchell then assumed command, 
and prepared the regiment for review. Colonel “ Charlie” 
Spencer, of the Fifth, who was among the spectators present, 


in company with Major Hallen of the same regiment, was 
invited by Colonel Conkling to accompany him in the review. 


improvement over many of its previous efforts. Upward of 
five hundred spectators, comprising ladies and gentlemen, 
officers of the National Guard, and civilians, were present, 
and exhibited great interest, and evidently seemed well 
pleased with the entire drill. 


THIRTY- SECOND InFantRy.—This regiment assembles in 
fatigue dress and white gloves for parade and drill by wing, 
at its armory, Brooklyn, E. D., as follows: The right wing, 
Companies D, H, B, and A, April 9 and 23, and May 7 and 
21; the left wing, Companies F, E, G, and C, April 16 and 
30,and May 14and 28. Assembly at 7:50 Pp. u. The following 
changes in this command are announced : John Schelldorfer, 
to be sergeant Company B, February 3, vice Rothaermel, 
discharged ; George Pflum, corporal Company E, February 
3, vice Weismantel, returned to the ranks; Alois Goebel, 
corporal Company B, March 9, vice Schelldorfer, promoted ; 
Frank Billeb, corporal Company H, vice Graeff, returned to 
the ranks; Albert Muller, corporal Company H, March 9, 
vice Klaiber, returned to the ranks—all these non-commis- 
sioned officors having passed the regimental board of ex- 
amination. Private John Schwarzbach, Company C, has 
been discharged by expiration of term of enlistment, and 
Quartermaster-Sergeant George Mannhardt, Company C, 
returned to the ranks on his own application. 


THE OBsEQuEs oF GaNERAL ANDERSON.—The obsequies 
of the late Brigadier and Brevet Major-General Robert An- 
derson, U. 8. Army, take place April 3, unless the relatives, 
residing in Ohio, shall meanwhile signify differently. The 
regiments of the First division N. G., which have already 
tendered their services as escort, and been accepted by Ma- 
jor-General McDowell, are the Seventh, Ninth, and Seventy- 
first, the whole to be commanded by Brigadier-General Wm. 
G. Ward, commanding First brigade, First division. Of the 
Regular troops there will be present four foot batteries of the 
First U. S. Artillery, including Battery E, Captain Taylor, 
and Battery H, Captain Haskin, which formed General An- 
derson’s command while major of the First Artillery, during 
the bombardment of Fort Sumter. There will also be a sec- 
tion of light artillery from Battery K, First U. S. Artillery, 
and four companies of the Eighth U.S. Infantry.. The vet- 
eran Sixty-second New York Volunteers, known during the 
war as the ‘* Anderson Zouaves,” under Colonel Nevin, as 
well as the Old Guard, Major McLean, and several Masonic 
bodies, have also tendered their services, and will probably 
take part. No orders have yet been issued by General Mc- 
Dowell, but the escort will probably only accompany the re- 
mains to the foot of Thirty-fourth street, or Forty-second 
street, North river, from whence they will be taken by 
steamer to West Point for final interment. 


Seventy-Ninta InFantry.—On Thursday of last week 
Mr. E. H. Roberts, of New York, reported back from the 
Ways and Means Committee the bill permitting the importa- 
tion free of duty of Highland kilts and uniforms for the 
Seventy-ninth regiment of Hightanders of the National 
Guard of New York. The bill authorizes the Secretary of 
the Treasury to deliver, free of all duty and charge for cus- 
toms, eleven cases marked one to eleven inclusive, addressed 
to George Mitchell, New York, and containing kilts and uni- 
forms for the Seventy-ninth regiment of Highlanders of the 
National Guard, State of New York; and also any additional 
kilts and uniforms of like pattern that may be imported 
within two years from the passage of this act, not to exceed 
one thousand in total number. 


Tue First Division Anmories.—Last week a committee 
of the Board of Supervisors of this city made a report of the 
relative condition of the various buildings used by the differ- 
ent organizations of the First division as armories. The 
committee report : 


From the limited inspection they have made they are com- 
pelled to state that on every side the evidences of criminal 
neglect of the interest of the city are grossly apparent ; costly 
structures well adapted for the use of our citizen soldiery 
have been suffered to decay, while expensive premises, some 
of them inadequate for their required purposes, have been 
rented at exorbitant rates. The premises No. 699 Broadway, 
the second, third, and fourth floors of which were rented 
from May, 1871, to 1876 at $14,000 per annum, is a case in 
point. They are in every way unfitted for the intended 
purpose, and are now unoccupied, having been used only a 
short time, and then left in a dilapidated condition. The 
total rental charged for property leased for armories and 
drill-rooms, appears from the comptroller’s report to be 
$315,000 per annum. In the judgment of the committee this 
amount can easily be reduced one-half. The committe at 
this time was only prepared to report on the the condition of 
the following : 

Arsenal, corner of White and Elm streets, owned by the 
city and occupied by four companies of artillery; a very 
substantial structure, admirably suited to the purposes of its 


The regiment then marched past in review. In the ‘‘pas-| erection, but in a frightful state of repair—windows without 
sage ’’ several noticeable errors were committed, especially | glass, doors without fastenings, no security for the property 
by the captains of the second and sixth companies, who per- | deposited therein, roof in a leaky condition and fast going 


mitted their men to march past at a ‘‘ right shoulder shift” 


instead of a “ carry,’’ which is the proper salute to be ac- 


corded to a reviewing officer. 


into decay. 
Centre Market armories, south end only occupied by the 
Eighth regiment ; in a like dilapidated state—roof open to 


At the dress parade, which | the elements, and in every way filthy and repulsive. 
subsequently took place, the captain of the left company 
neglected to dress his command to the right, thereby causing 


Quarters of First and Third Cavalry, Nos. 37 and 39 Bow- 
ery, under lease to May, 1875, at $9,000 per annum, is in 
fair condition, except lower drill-room, which is dilapidated 


a space of ten feet or more to intervene between the remain-| and filthy ; rent not exorbitant. 


der of the battalion andhis company. The colonel displayed 


The Fifth regiment, at Nos. 156, 158, and 169 Hester 


unusual geal throughout the entire drill, and seemed anxious street, have quarters in fair condition, but with leaky roof, 


that the men should not only understand, but also properly 





which should at once be repaired. 
At Nos, 22 and 24 Delancey street were found the quarters 


of the Eleventh regiment ; rent, $4,000 to May, 1874; build. 
ing very weak; it was condemned as unsafe last year, 
Everything in the building, however, was clean and in nice 
order. This regiment desires more suitable accommodation. 

The Seventh regiment armory, at Tompkins Market, was 
found very complete, but the roof leaks badly, and needs 
instant repair. 

The committee found the quarters of the Sixth Infantry 
at Tammany Hall, East Fourteenth street, which is rented 
from the Tammany Society from 1870 to 1880 at $36,000 per 
year. There are but two rooms used for company meetings. 
One large room seems to be used for a billiard-room. The 
rooms in the basement are unused. The janitor’s apartments 
in this building are spacious and elegantly fitted up. The 
building is not at all suitable for an armory or drill-room. 

The committee asked the immediate adoption of the fol- 
lowing resolutions : 


That the Commissioner of Public Works be requested to repair 
at once the City Arsenal, Elm street, in a thorough manner, so that 
it shall be suitable for the use of re and cavalry companies, 
and that when so repaired, the general of division shall be requested 
to assign as many companies of artillery and cavalry as can be ac- 
commodrted in the premixes. 

That the Commissioner of Public Works be directed to repair the 
Centre Market building in such a manner as its dilapidated condi- 
tion requires, and that the second story of the building be especially 
refitted with regard to its being reoccupied as armories and drill- 
rooms. 

That the Commissioner of Public Works cause the roof of the 
Seventh regiment armory at Tompkins Yarket to be repaired at 
once. 

That the Comptroller be instructed to dispose of the lease of Nos. 
22 and 24 Delancey street to the highest bidder, and that the Elev- 
enth regiment be assigned other and more suitable quarters. 

That the Comptroller be directed similarly to the foregoing as re- 
gards the lease of second, third, and fourth floors of No. 699 Broad- 
way. 
That the counsel to the corporation be instructed to inquire into 
the legality of the lease of the premises known as Tammany Hull, 
from the Tammany Society. In the opinion of this board the best 
interests of the city demand it should be at once cancelled if it be 
legal to do so. 

hat the Comptroller be requested to inform this board as to the 
liability of the city to keep in repair the various premises leased as 
armories and drill-rooms. 
That the counsel to the corporation be requested to report to this 
board as to the practicability of cancelling the lease of the third 
and fourth floors of Nos. 216 to 226 West Twenty-third street, from 
Conrad Boller, at $36,000 per annum, which the grand jury recom- 
mended to be annulled. 


The board then adjourned, to meet on the first Monday 
in April. 

TWENTY-SECOND InFANTRY.—The third of the series of 
concerts given by the new band of this command occurred 
on Saturday evening last, and, despite the unpropitious 
weather of the day, was largely attended by a fashionable 
assemblage. The programme was well arranged, the selec- 
tions, as a rule, receiving the hearty appreciation of the au- 
dience. The music, however, while generally excellent, 
sounded somewhat brassy, in consequence, perhaps, of the 
peculiar ‘‘beamy’’ formation of the roof of the drill room, 
but we presume it met the approbation of the mem- 
bers, for they have long clamored for ‘‘loud’’ music. We 
notice that only a few ever indulge in the delights of 
actual promenade, as on this occasion, the majority preferring 
to enjoy converse with their friends in the company rooms 
adjoining. By the way, would it not be well, especially now 
that the Lenten season is over, to make these concerts more 
social by arranging the second part of the programme for 
dances? The Twenty-second would find this a good card, 
and it would doubtless draw well. It was evident that not 
a few of those present were in favor of dancing, as it was 
observed that quiet little parties monopolized some of the 
company rooms for dancing during the evening, to the envy 
doubtless of the main portion of the assemblage, who, by the 
laws of etiquette and the arrangements of the programme, 
were compelled to foliow the ‘‘slow measured step ”’ instead 
of the “light fantastic.’’ It was a self-evident fact that all 
would have enjoyed the concert more if dancing had been 
provided for in the large drill-room, but as it was not ‘laid 
down,’’ the majority, for fear of displeasing the managers or 
appearing conspicuous, were compelled to watch the move- 
ments of the favored few in the company rooms, without so 
much as daring to intrude. One of the pleasing features 
of the evening was the introduction by Company I of a neat 
programme of the music, bearing on its reversed side the 
caricature of a member of the Twenty-second in the usual 
First brigade storm, carrying, instead of the musket, a 
dilapidated umbrella of the Paul Pry pattern. 

Criticism, like death, ‘‘loves a shining mark,” and we 
therefore hope that the implied compliment of selecting the 
Twenty-second for some friendly criticisms may neutralize 
any severity of which we may be guilty. We wish to criti- 
cise some movements of the left wing, comprising Companies 
C, G, H, E, and A, on the evening of the 22d inst., which 
drill, we may premise, was a good one, the advance in line 
being especially excellent. The wing was not reduced or ex- 
panded to an even number of companies, as required by 
Upton (par. 10). This gave rise to difficulties in the move- 
ments by division, which were overcome in the following 
ingenious but hardly defensible way. In ploying into col- 
umn, right in front, or into double column, the left company 
formed single rank in rear of the column, and in deploying 
it closed to double rank distance on the march. Now the 
difficulty was that, in ploying, the march is by the right 
flank, and the single rank is formed with the front rank men 
on the right of the rear rank ; bat Upton (par. 621) requires 
the double rank thus formed to be re-formed by the right. 
The natural consequences of forming by the left, in the 
deployment, was that the rear rank was in front on coming 
into line. The front rank remedied this by vigorously 
shouldering their way to what they considered their rightful 
places. Would it not have been better to have made, for the 
purpose of instruction, two permanent single-rank commands 
of the odd company? Then, again, ‘‘right forward, fours 





right,” is a command never addressed to the whole 
battalion in the Tactics, The command, “right fron‘ 
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into ‘line; by company right half wheel—march ; 
forward—march, guide left,’’ was curtailed of all ex- 
cept its first four words and ‘‘march.’”? In 


several of the deployments at least one officer commanding 
a division aligned the whole division, and commanded 
‘front; (such) division, support arms,’’ instead of aligning 
thecompany next him. (Upton, par. 1,208.) The battalion 
was usually brought to the “‘right shoulder shift ’’ before 
commencing any manceuvre—a commendable practice, and 
conducing to steadiness of execution, but it seems scarcely 
necessary or proper where but a few paces are to be taken, 
as in wheeling into line, or where one subdivision stands 
fast, as in deploying ; for it is evident that, before dressing, 
this subdivision must be ordered to ‘‘carry arms” again. 
This preparatory disposition of the arms is especially advis- 
able in movements involving the double time or turning, 
as front into line, changing front, and breaking from the 
right to march to the left; but in this last case it was 
omitted. The Twenty-second is a progressive command, 
and has a Jive commander, who endeavors to conform to 
Upton in every particular, which, by the way, cannot bo 
said of all commands. But, we must confess, it sometimes 
places its odd company (the regiment has nine companies) in 
a similar position to the fifth wheel of a coach, and, despite 
all efforts and boasts, it cannot bring about an Uptonian 
movement whenthus arranged. We have endeavored to be 
just in our remarks on this drill, and trust they will have 
their effect on the regiment, as it is far pleasanter to write 
favorably than against the “‘Two Two’? on ali occasions. 


Seventa InrAstRyY.—This command, on the evenings of 
the 22d and 26th instants, terminated its wing drills, giving 
evidence, as usual, of thorough proficiency in the school of 
the battalion. The attendance of spectators on both oc~ 
casions was large, the limited space set aside for them on 
the east and extreme ends of the drill-room being filled at 
an early hour. The attendance at the right wing drill, how - 
ever, on the 22d instant, was the largest, a large number of 
ladies being included among the spectators. ‘The drill of the 
left wing, though drawing a somewhat smaller assemblage, in 
consequence of the inclemency of the weather, called forth 
a greater number of critics of the Regular and National 
Guard Service, among whom may be mentioned Major-Gen- 
eral Shaler, First division, and Brigadier-General Varian, 
Third brigade, and staffs, National Guard; Captain and 
Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel Royal Frank, Surgeon and Major 
J.C. McKee, and Lieutenant Robert H. Patterson, all of the 
First !Artillery, U.S. Army; Brevet Lieutenant-Colonel C. H. 
McNally, U. 8. Army; and a large number of other promi- 
nent officers of bothservices. The above-mentioned Regular 
officers, stationed at Fort Wadsworth, N. Y. harbor, and who 
were under the special escort of ex-Captain Charles Easton, 
former commandant of Company I, Seventh, manifested par- 
ticular interest in the drill, during and at its close fre- 
quently complimenting the men for their proficiency, and re- 
marking on the excellence of the movements executed, The 
companies on both occasions paraded twenty-four files front, 
and, as customary, were subdivided into ten commands of 
twelve front. Colonel Clark controlled the movements at 
both drills, assisted by Major Smith and Adjutant Fitz- 
gerald. We have not space at this time to go into the de- 
tails or make the extended remarks we had intended, bat 
will state, in passing, that the executions were almost en- 
tirely free from errors, and those committed were mainly 
confined to a few, and were due more to inattention than 
lack of knowledge on the part of those in fault. The right 
wing, comprising Companies H, A, G, D, and C, however, did 
not come up to its former efforts, a few of the company guides 
and men being more or less distracted by the smiles of the 
numerous fair ones present. The commandant of the left 
company (C) was also at one time affected in the same 
manner, proving conclusively that the smiles of women will 
even lead stern soldiers astray. The fSrings by company 
and file were not equal to the former drill, nor were the dis- 
tances or steadiness. The left wing, comprising Companies 
I, B, F, K, and E, in general excellence, we think, in this 
last semi-competition came out ahead, performing the usual 
prescribed twenty-six executions in most commendable 
style; still, to an ordinary eye, little difference can be de- 
tected between the wings, as both show remarkable evidences 
of what can be accomplished by intelligence and skilful in- 
struction in the limited space of say forty-four hours, or 
less than two days, of a year devoted to practice. 

The series of four Thursday afternoon drills ordered next 
month on Tompkins Square, we learn, have been reduced to 
two, the remaining drills to be held in May at the same place. 
The spring trade business engagements of the members neces- 
sitated this. 

The long talked of and delayed election for lieutenant- 
colonel of thiscommand will take place an Wednesday even- 
ing. We trust the officers of the regiment at this election will 
recognize merit, as well as promote the interes-s of the regi- 
ment by promoting according to seniority. 


Tae Szconp Division AnmoriIES.—The several regimental 
organizations of this division located in Brooklyn, or those 
situated in the Western District of that city, have at last 
made a movement towards securing, by aid of the Legis- 
lature and city authorities, quarters for drill and 
headquarter purposes somewhat in keeping with their in- 
Creased strength. One of the surprising features of this 
Whole matter is that the regiments s tationed in the Eastern 
District, or less enterprising portion of the city, should have 





long since received particular attention in this regard on the 
part of the county and city, while those of the Western Dis- 
trict, composed of Brooklyn’s oldest and most famous com- 
mands, have been allowed to struggle on amid the disad- 
vantages of unsafe armories and inadequate quarters for 
practical instruction in the simpler movements of the 
School of the Soldier, and for meeting and business 
purposes. The Forty-seventh Infantry, a creation of the 
late war, and a most flourishing command of the Burg, 
has one of the handsomest armories in the division, having 
elegant apartments for each company, likewise squad, com- 
pany, and battalion drill-rooms, suitable and spacious for all 
ordinary purposes of the regiment. The regiment has also 
made a favorable movement in the Legislature towards ob- 
taining another armory in Greenpoint, where one of its 
companies (I) is now located, a bill appropriating $10,000 
for that purpose having been introduced and favorably con- 
sidered. The Twenty-eighth and Thirty-second, both Ger- 
man commands, the latter organized some six years since, 
are located in the spacious Kings County Armory, built a 
fow years since for their special accommodation. In this 
armory are likewise located several troops and battery com- 
mands, and underneath the building is a fine rifle range. 
Excellent provisions are made for the companies of both 
commands, and the main drill-room, located on the second 
floor, is handsomely surrounded by a gallery for spectators, 
immediately off of which are the company rooms, the whole 
interior of the building being handsomely fitted up, and some 
portions elegantly frescoed, all mainly at the expense of tLe 
city and county. The galleries afford ample provisions for 
spedMiors without interfering with or occupying the space 
devoted to drill, as well as affording the extreme height of 
the building as a ceiling without the objection of a floor 
above. From this it will be observed that the city has made 
ample provision for the Eastern District commands. The 
condition of the quarters of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and 
Twenty-third regiments, as compared with the above, is 
most disgraceful, particularly of the two former, the oldest 
and most deserving commands of Brooklyn’s militia. The 
Thirteenth is an institution of the city; the Fourteenth a 
regiment whose war record will never die; while the Twenty- 
third, an offspring of the Thirteenth, is one of the active 
competitors in classification, etc., of the famous New York 
Seventh. Yet these regiments, through their modesty, have 
been entirely cverlooked, and until now have remained silent 
spectators to the general advancement on the part of the 
city and county of their juniors. The Twenty-third has at 
last appealed to the State Legislature for aid, and, assisted 
by Brooklyn’s most influential citizens, has succeeded in 
obtaining a bill appropriating some $160,000 for an armory. 
The Thirteenth, on the other hand, had previously Jaid 
its grievances before the Supervisors, the result of which 
isin part told by the report of the committee on the matter, 
which we submit herewith : 

To the Honorable, the Board of Supervisors: 

Your Committee on Millitary Affairs, would report as follows 
upun the petition of the officers of the Thirteenth Regiment, N. G. 
S. N. Y., referred to them: 

After careful examination of the cause of the application of the 
petitioners, we find that the building known as the City Armory, 
situated on the corner of Cranberry and Henry streets, is a four 
story and cellar, brick building ; the three lower floors of said build- 
ing are at present occupied by the Thirteenth and Fourteenth regi- 
ments, and the top floor and cellar are used alternately by said 
regiments for company and division drills; that in the walls of 
said building there are tiers of windows, from top to bottom, thus 
leaving the narrow piers between the windows to support and sus- 
tain the roof; that when the upper floor of said bu ld- 
ing is used for company or division drills, the oscillation occasioned 
by the marching of the men causes the walls to shake so much, 


that in many cases the visitors witnessing the drill have precipitately 
left the building, and the commanding officers have been obliged to 
order a halt, in order to quiet the apprehension of danger on the 
part of the men; that the use of the cellar of said building asa 
drill room is entirely unfitted for that purpose, it being wholly un- 
derground, and that the accommodations for company purposes are 
entirely inadequate, there being only one small room for each regi- 
ment for company purposes. 

We would also report that we have investigated the propriety of 
renting the Brooklyn Hall as an armory for the Thirteenth regi- 
ment, but the amouut of rent demanded by the owner thereof pre- 
cludes the propriety of renting the same for that purpose. 

We would also report that a bill has passed the Senat2 of the State 
of New York directing the expenditure of $160,0v) to provide an 
armory for the Twenty-third regiment, N.G.S.N.Y.,and that 
after a careful consideration of the legitimate requirements of said 
regiment, and the two first named above, the Thirteenth and Four- 
teenth, we are of the opinion that the wants of all could be better 
and more economically supplied by providing in said bill for the 
erection of an armory building §for the three Western District regi- 
ments (the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Twenty-third) with proper 
accommodations for the safe keeping of arms and ammunition, to- 
gether with meeting and squad drill rooms and in connection there- 
with, one large drill shed, which could be used alternately by said 
regiments, inasmuch as we believe that the principal instructions 
needed by the National guard should be, and can be most judicious- 
ly imparted in their squad drill rooms and that the appropriation of 
one large or battalion drill room for the three regiments will furn- 
ish eagle accommodation for each. 

We are also of the opinion that the present City Armory could be 
sold for manufacturing purposes for a sum which will, in a great 
measure, offset the increased expense under the above sugges- 
tions. 

We would therefore recommend the passage of the following 
resolution : 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the Board be directed to at once draft 
an amendment to the bill above referred to, embodying the above 
recommendations, and forward the same without delay to each Sen- 
ator and member of the Legislature from this county. 


The Fourteenth has made no effort for a new armory ; in 
fact at one time its decimated ranks suggested the entire 
vacating of its present quarters; but recently it has begun 
to obtain new uniforms, and presents a far better front, in 
numbers and appearance, than heretofore. 

The report of the Committee of Supervisors is forcibly 
suggestive, and its recommendations worthy of the imme- 
diate attention of the authorities of Brooklyn, Yet the 








patriotic Supervisors, by a vote of 15 to 11, tabled the re- 
port. * 


Various Irzms.—The members of the Ninth brigade, lo- 
cated at Albany, have recently been somewhat exercised 
over the proposed annexation of a company of colored troops 
to one of the regiments, forming a part thereof. As the 
Adjutant-General has courteously and very properly declined 
the services of the dark patriots, we presume the matter will 
now rest a little, and the consequent excitement subside. 
Mr. Johnson and his company therefore still remain inde- 
pendent, and will until the State finds it impossible to sup- 
ply its wants by the enlistment of men of much lighter 
shades, or whites. When the State finds its white troops 
deficient in numbers or knowledge, let it then seek a change 
of color, but the amalgamation, at present at least, is not 
required, nor do we see very brilliant prospects for Mr. John- 
son and his colleagues, other than as independent commands. 
We feel assured no one seriously objects to this independent 
portion of the military......Tne Twenty-first regiment, of 
Poughkeepsie, N. Y., Colonel Smith, contemplate visiting 
the Forty-seventh regiment, of Brooklyn, in July or August, 
reciprocating the Forty-seventh’s trip to Poughkeepsie last 
summer. We learn also the regiment is to have a new ar- 
mory. On the 20th inst. Colonel Smith, Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lindsey, Captains Clark and Darrow, of this command, at- 
tended the Forty-seventh’s concert......A bill has been re- 
ported in the State Senate to repeal the act of 1871 exempting 
officers and privates of the National Guard from jury duty 
and $500 taxaticn. We trust the members of the Legislature 
will see the folly of passing a bill of this character, as the abo- 
lition of these privileges of membership in the National Guard 
would be detrimental to the service. While men who join the 
State service solely to secure these are happily in the minority, 
and not always the most reliable, still it is some little conso- 
lation to know that these privileges are offered by the State 
for the volunteer duty of the troops. We cannot possibly 
conceive the purpose of this bill, unless the State hereafter 
proposes to pay its troops for their services, at so much per 
month or year, and abolish accordingly all the inducements 
offered members of the volunteer militia. We feel assured, 
however, that the Governor will never recognize any such 
attempt to destroy the National Guard, by taking away the 
few advantages of membership......The Twenty-eighth In- 
fantry will celebrate the anniversary of its departure to the 
seat of war, on the 22d of April, by a reception at the armo- 
ry......Major John Timwes, having assumed command of 
Battery B, Second division, has issued orders for a series of 
drills......The bill appropriating $5,000 to Mrs. Wyatt, the 
widow of a member of the Ninth regiment N. G., who was killed 
in the July riots last summer, passed the Assembly some 
ten days since, and is now in the hands of the Senate Com- 
mittee on Finance, who appear to hold it back. The hitch, 
it seems, is with the chairman of this committee, who insists 
on amending the bill so as to make the city pay instead of 
the State. The only trouble about this is that if it is 
amended it will have to go back to the Assembly, and there 
it may fail, as it only passed before by asmall majority. This 
bill is a just one, and we are surprised that the legislators 
have allowed it to delay so long. What is $5,000 to the 
sacrifice of a life like that of this gallant member of the 
Ninth, who laid down his life in voluntarily protecting the 
lives and property of others? It is a mere pittance in itzelf, 
and the bill does not deserve such treatment at the hands of 
those who are in favor of reformation and good order...... The 
Board of Officers of the Twelfth Infantry will, April 4, un- 
veil a portrait of its famous commander, Colonel John Ward. 
There will be a large attendance of the ‘‘ Old Guard ’’ of the 
Twelfth present......fhe Twenty-gecond assemble in fatigue 
April 3, and in full dress April 10. Company drills have been 
ordered to be discontinued at the discretion of commandants, 
and Company F will ‘‘ receive its friends’? April 3. The 
recruit class meet on the evenings of April 3, 8, 11, 17, 22, 
and 25......The challenge issued by the ‘' Montgomery 
Guards’’ (Company I, Ninth Massachusetts), some weeks 
since, to drill in competition for the sum of $500 or $1,000 
for the ‘‘ national championship,’ has been informally ac- 
cepted, we learn, by the “ Utica Veteran Zouaves,’’ of Utica, 
N. Y., and the ‘‘ Sarsfield Guards,’’? of Now Haven, Conn. 
When will such nonsensical competition cease ?......The Thir- 
ty-second Infantry hold a reception at its armory, Brooklyn, 
E. D., on Monday evening. There will doubtless be a hap- 
py time in old ‘‘ Dutchtown ”’ on that evening......Governor 
Washburne, of Massashusetts, an exchange states, does 
not favor any change of arms on the part of the State. 
If this is the case, why was a commission appointed, 
and why subject arm manufacturers, as well as the State, to 
the expense of a commission ?......The appeal of Lieutenant 
A. P. Bacon to the Commander-in- Chief against the decision 
of the Court of Inquiry in the case of Captain Bird W. Spen- 
cer has been promptly dismissed by Governor Hoffman. The 
captain had tendered his resignation, but withdrew it on learn- 
ing of this appeal until his case could be finally decided upon... 
The “‘ First’? company, “ Vets,” under Monsieur Therriotte 
and Professor McMillan, had a ‘‘ wooden time’’ on Thurs 
day evening up town, in which the members ‘presented a 
long-life comrade with many valuable presents....., The Sixth 
Infantry, like ‘Tammany,’ the former oceupant of its 
armory, are just now considerably in the dark, being com- 
pelled from want of gas to drill by the light of kerosene. 
The regiment, like Justice, is seeking‘for more light on 
“Tammany”? affairs. 
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FOREIGN MILITARY AND NAVAL ITEMS. 


THE armor-fflated ram Thunderer, aturret vessel with 
four guns, each weighing thirty-five tons, has been 
launched at Pembroke, England. 


Onx of the largest castings ever attempted in the Roy- 
al Arsenal, Woolwich, has been ove ter pte 
plished tn the Dial Square of the Royal Gun Factories. 
« hew building is in course of erection to contain a 25- 
ton hammer—that is,a hammer the striking part of 
which weighs 25 tons—and the casting made was a por- 
tion of the iron bed to pe the anvil. Seventy tons 
of metal were used in this one casting, and ten others 
are to be made for the same purpose, weighing 650 tons. 
The one block which forms the top of the bed will alone 
weigh 120 tons, and the whole are to be completed be- 
fore the 1st of April next, in order that their cost may 
be defrayed out of the current estimates. 


TuHE French newspapers record some interesting sta- 
tistics as to the effects of the late war on the population 
of Paris. These statistics, however, are only approxi- 
mative ; for, as rey of the official registers of deaths 
were destroyed in the conflagrations at the Hétel de 
Ville and the Mairies, they are mainly based on the 
books of the administration of Pompes Funébres. The 
Pompes Funébres has of course kept no record of citizen 
soldiers killed in the field, or of the victims of the Com- 
mune and the Versaillais who were buried wholesale in 
the equare of St. Jacques, and the Park of Monceau. Al- 
lowances made, however, the following conclusions may 
be accepted as sufficiently accurate for all practical pur- 

: The average number of deaths in Paris is 45,000. 

he numbers actually registered in 1870 were 73,581, 
while in 1871 they amounted to the startling total of 99,- 
945, in other words, to twice the ordinary death-rate. 
Startling as that total is, starvation, confinement, and 
anxiety are sufficient to explain it. But what is more 
surprising and even more eloquent of the fatal effects of 
privation and discouragement is the fact that in the same 
— the average births had diminished by about four- 

fths, while in one month, that of September last, they 
had fallen from 4,500 to 1,729. In short, roughly speak- 
ing, the deaths at one time had doubled, while the births 
had diminished by half. 


THE memoir on the defence of Paris by M. E. Viollet- 
le-Duc, ex-lieutenant-colonel of the auxiliary legion of 
engineers, has recently appeared. The special interest 
which attaches itself to this report, says the Hnginecring, 
consists chiefly in the technical studies of offensive works 
made around Paris by the Prussians, and the defensive 
works which have been opposed to them. The author 
shows in the first place that the fortifications of Paris 
could not be considered as seriously adapted to defen- 
sive purposes, and that, while the city would require a 
numerous army, the forts served only as bases for the 
operations of attack. M. Viollet-le-Duc draws, as a con- 
clusion from the result of the operations round Paris, 
that in place of closed forts, whe, ons be rendered un- 
tenable by long-range guns, batteries ought to be sub- 
stituted, —— y trenches disposed in such a man- 
ner as not to hinder the movements of the troops; these 
batteries and their trenches ought to provide plenty of 
shelter, to prevent the mischievous consequences pro- 
duced by continued exposure to danger. Behind should 
be one or more lines of retreat, arranged as the first, 
with batteries and trenches, disposed so that the troops 
should have facilities for reforming and preventing the 
enemy irom establishing himself in the abandoned posi- 
tions. All these lines should be placed as far as possible 
from the city, and every natural advantage should be 
seized upon for strengthening them. By such means a 
small number of resolute men could check a corps 
d’armée, as happened at Bourget on the 21st of Decem- 
ber. Earth aud timber should vecome the materials al- 
most wholly employed in the defence as in the attack, 
and war should be more and more a matter of engineer- 
ing. The soldier should learn to handle the spade and 
pick as well as the rifle; the officers of every class should 
lean less on their individual courage and that of their 
men, and bestow more attention on the study of the 
military art, theoretical and practical. 


THE popular idea of a British tar, says the Army and 
Navy Gazette, is doubtless a mistaken one. In point of 
facet the man-of-war’s man is not always on the lookout to 
fight a double-broadsword combat in defence of lovely 
woman in distress at the East End of London or else- 
where. Nor is he constantly involved in that amount of 
difficulty with his pantaloons, which on the stage has 
always to be settled before he can begin to make a re- 
mark. Nor does he choose his expletives entirely from 
the vocabulary of nautical terms, to the exclusion of 
those in use by ordinary persons with a taste for strong 
language. But there is one point in which the tar of the 
British stage and the man-of-war’s man in real life would, 
by most persons, be said to agree. That point is a dis- 
regard of what, in the jargon of the day, we may term 
financial considerations. An open-handed, careless 
fellow, would be a description applicable, in the opinion 


of most of us, tc the Jack of fiction and the Jack of fact. | P*Y 


But we are changing all that. The bagman is abroad ; 
or, to speak with greater politeness, the spirit of British 
—or North British—commerce, which came with Mr. 
Baxter into Admiralty administration, is fast leavening 
the whole lump. No branch of tne service is too great 
or too little for its influence. The captain who runs his 
ship ashore for fear that he may not be economical 
enough in the matter of coal, and the clerk who cuts his 
letters short, his quiil pens shorter, and his courtesy the 
shortest of all, are both worshipping the goddess of the 
hour. And at last economy has brought beneath her 
sway that very “uncommercial traveller,” the British 
sailor. He is learning the lesson of saving; he is begin- 
ning to calculate, every day as he contemplates his 
rations, the cost of every mouthful, and the comparative 
advantages of fulness in puase and stomach respectively. 
“ My Lords” have been pleased to afford him encourage- 
ment in the practice of asceticism by issuing a circular 
setting forth the maxim that “It is better to sell your 
food to eat it,” The seamen of Her Majesty's ships 





in the home ports are invited to “save,” and receive pay- 
ment in lieu of the fresh meat allotted for their mainte- 
nance in health and vigor. 


Wirn the character of the late Vice Admiral James 
H. Cockburn, as its text, the London Naval and Military 
Gazette preaches the following homily on the subject 
of moral courage in the navy: “ We have said that mor- 
al courage is not a usual characteristic of the naval pro- 
fession. The fact is, that confined in the circumscribed 
area of a ship, mental development is apt to be stunted, 
and public opinion so literally ‘cabined, cribbed, con- 


fined” as to degenerate into a cruel intolerance. This 
is naturally fostered by the graduated system of bully- 
ing which belongs to the art of na discipline. A 


breath may make or mar the officer who is ruled by a 
secret conclave at Whitehall, —? upon secret infor- 
mation, recorded in mysterious black-books, which, never 
meeting the profane eye of the outer world, are apt to 
be exaggerated in their effect upon naval advancement. 
Many an officer has had his prospects in life blighted by 
the mistake of some clerk in inserting ‘black marks’ 
against the wrong name ; or by false surmises from right 
premises. Religious belief has always been held to be 
most dangerous to naval advancement; and to have, by 
this means, or by intellectual study, the repu tation of 
being ‘no seaman’ or ‘no officer,’ has often been fatal 
to promotion. Subservience and sycophancy are apt to 
be bred of such fears, whe ther ill-grounded or not; and 
great moral moral courage is required to brave not only 
personal scorn but profession»l blight. If when an ad- 
miral sends home fearless but unpalatable reports of the 
performances of the ships under his orders; or a dock- 
yard superintendent refuses to pass cheap and nasty 
stores; ora captain speaks plainly of projectiles break- 
ing up prematurely, or of guns being disabled by tHvir 
own firing, and these officers are soon after removed from 
their commands before the expiration of the usual term, 
those who remain are apt to take warning, and to main- 
tain a judicious reserve as to unpleasant news, which 
in the end tends to engender what has recently been 
well-styled ‘a fool’s paradise. ’ This lack of moral cour- 
age may be traced through the Megvera’s history; it is 
evidenced in most professional discussions, and none suf- 
fer more from it than the naval newspapers in their ef- 
forts to obtain reliable information from officials. Pro- 
vided naval men keep within certain well-ascertained 
limits, individuality of character is quite allowable. As 
in ‘the good old times’ of our youth, whenaman might 
be a drunkard, a whore-monger, a foul-mouthed swearer, 
and a disgrace to himself, to his profession, and to his 
country, if he would only observe the generally accepted 
limit of time and of place, such a man might be regard- 
ed as a‘ thorough seaman’ or as ‘a good officer,’ while 
a man of equal professional skill who eschewed these 
immoral attributes and avowed that his doing so was in 
deference to the will of the Deity, was sure to be stig- 
matized as ‘no sailor’ and as ‘no officer,’ and is liable 
to ulterior consequences. ‘Those times are gone, and the 
laws of individuality have now other and less repulsive 
bounds. 


THE prominent importance of Russia’s connection with 
the Black Sea has, says the Levant Herald, for some 
time past thrown into the shade the question of her 
future position in the Baltic; but nevertheless it is in 
the latter that the real piéce de résistance of her foreign 

licy now lies. The dominion of the Baltic is one of 

ussia’s most cherished possessions, and it is precisely 
that one which now appears to be most palpably men- 
aced by the march of events. Little can it profit 
Russia to have shaken herself free at one extremity of 
her empire if she is to be immediately met bya new 
barrier at the other. “A moment’s consideration,” ob- 
serves the Moscow Gazette, “ will suffice to show that we 
have logt more in those (the Baltic) waters than we have 
gained there since the days of Peter the Great.” Such 
language as the Herald points out, is not exaggeration, 
adds the Pall Mall Gazette. Up to 1864 the whole en- 
trance of the Baltic and its coast-line southward were in 
the hands of Denmark—a State too weak to have the 
power, and too closely allied with Russia to have the 
will, to become dangerous to the soi-disant mistress of 
the Baltic. Then came the Schleswig-Holstein war, 
changing at one blow the entire situation. The trans- 
fer of Schleswig to Prussia, the conversion of Kiel into 
a first-class naval port, the practical impregnability 
given to it and to the sister port of Alsen, virtually 
created in the north a second Bosphorus, even more for- 
midably guarded than its southern prototype. Taken 
briefly, the situation is as follows: The shallowness of 
the Sound leaves to large men-of-war only two gates of 
egress from the Baltic, the Great and the Little Belts; 
the former of which is virtually barred by the neighbor- 
hood of Kiel, the latter by the works of Alsen-Diipel. 
The progressive growth of the German fleet will gradu- 
ally force that of Russia to operate in greater strength, 
thereby necessitating larger and larger supplies of food 
and fuel, which will become more difficult to procure in 
proportion as the German cruisers increase and multi- 
ly. These, it is true, are contingencies of war, but the 
bona fide closing of the Baltic by the advance of Ger- 
many is no longer a contingency, but an historical fact ; 
and Russia, like the genii of the “ Arabian Nights,” is 
pent into a prison too small for her bulk, though whether 
she will tamely submit to have her supremacy over- 
thrown at the very moment of its apogee remains to be 
seen. To attempt any exact estimate of the comparative 
strength of the Russian and German navies would be 
premature at the present moment, but it needs only a 
glance to discern which power is the most assailable 
along her marine frontier, and which, consequently, 
would be the greater sufferer by a war in the Baltic. 
All the great ports of Northern Germany—Hamburg, 
Bremen, Liibeck, Rostock, Stettin, Dantzic, Konigsberg 
—are at a sufficient distance from the sea to be virtually 
safe from an attack, but with the western seaboard of 
Russia the very reverse is the case, as the labor now be- 
ing expended on the Finnish ports amply proves, and as 
more than one native critic has been candid enough to 





acknowledge. “By the time the strengthening of Kiel 





and Wilhelmshaven is complete,” said a leading Russian 
journal some little time ago, “the marine frontier of 
Germany will be almost unassailable; but what corres- 
ponding increase of strength have we to show? What 
protection have Riga, Revel, Helsingfors, Viborg? Nay, 
even St. Petersburg itself, under the present improved 
conditions of shipping and artillery, may yet find the 
much-vaunted forts of Cronstadt an insufficient defence. 
Had we a fleet in the Baltic capable of coping with that 
of Germany, there would be less ground for anxiety ; 
but our Baltic fleet, though costing every year consider- 
ably upwards of two millions sterling, is very far from 
being a match for any of those which are likely to be op- 

to it. All that we can do is to secure our seaports 
against attack, and this, in an age when the power of 
artillery is almost daily on the increase, will be anything 
but an easy task.” Such is Russia’s estimate of herself ; 
it is for the future to show how fur that estimate may be 
eorrect, 


A CORRESPONDENT of the London Spectator thinks 
that another Maori war is not impossible, and endeavors 
to calculate the chances of such aconflict. He opens his 
communication by saying that until he visited the 
Northern island of New Zealand he was under the im- 
= are most people—that it belonged to the 

ritish crown. He found, however, that the British 
rule over only a few isolated spots on the seashore, and 
that the Maoris not only hold actual possession of three- 
fourths of the country, but often claim complete inde- 
pendence. Whenever they do acknowledge the Queen’s 
ony | it is usually in consideration of subsidies, 
and they have the same jealousy of rajlroads and tele- 
graphe that our Indians show. Every one will remem- 
ber how sore a point the last war with the Maoris was to 
the Australians and New Zealanders. The picture he 
gives of that affair is a striking one. 


The Maori is no despicable foe. In mipetgne he is rather superior 
to the average Englishman. In strategy he has more than held 
his own against the English generals who have been opposed to 
him. The Maori system of war, by which chief and followers dis- 
cuss the plan and all the eventualities of a campaign for perhaps a 
fortnight before they take up arms, is one that develops the intel- 
ligence of the meanest soldier. ‘The wooden and intricate country 
lends itself to defensive operations. Our troops left New Zealand 
beaten and demoralized. ‘‘ We like your red-coats,” said a chief to 
my informant; * they never do us any harm,” and the sarcasm was 
unpieasantly true. But the natural expectation that when the 

ish army was withdrawn the Maoris would conquer back the 
island failed none the less. It soon appeared that the natives had 
suffered crushingly from famine and disease, and the cvlonists, 
under better leaders, displayed an unexpected energy and ee 
80 the war closed by natural collapse, and on the whole favorab! 
for the English race, who were able to confiscate patches of lan 
here and there. Yet the natives do not consider themselves beaten. 
With few and slight exceptions, they were never defeated except by 
superior force ; and their most formidable opponents ware men of 
their own race in our pay. A closer union among themselves, such 
as an unjust attack upon a — of them might produce, might 
entirely change the issue of the next war. I do not say that I 
think the Maoris likely to win permanently if hostilities are re- 
sumed. The odds of numbers, science, and wealth are terribly 
against them. But I think they will die hard, and that a fresh 
war will retard the fortunes of the island for years to come. 


The number of the Maoris is officially estimated at 
more than 30,000, and some put it at 100,000, and this 
writer thinks they could put 15,000 to 18,000 fighting 
men in the field, while the English on the island could 
not raise more than 6,000. The history of this tribe is 
the exact counterpart of that of our own Indians. Con- 
tact with the white man has produced on the one hand 
vice and disease, while on the other the advantages 
which might be expected from civilization have not been 
realized. War has little terror to them, for, like our In- 
dians, they look forward to extermination as their in- 
evitable fate, and seem to be quite as willing to find it 
in war as by the slow inroads of peace. 








Facts FoR THE LApigs.—Dr. A. K. Gardner, of New 
York, says there is not the slightest foundation for the 
vague and interested statements that the light Wheeler 
& Wilson Lock-Stitch Sewing Machine is injurious to 
feminine health. We speak advisedly when we deny 
most pos‘tively that any form of disease is traceable to 
its proper use by any woman in health. For twenty 
years we have carefully watched the progress of the 
Sewing Machine, visited the large factories where it is 
used by the hundred, questioned the makers, the fore- 
men in the workshops, the girls daily working them, and 
never yet have been able to trace a single disease as hav- 
ing originated from the use of this domestic implement. 
See the new improvements and Wood’s Lock-Stitch 
Ripper. 








Tue Uptown MoveMENT.—The uptown current of 
trade has not yet reached its climax, although it seems 
definitely settled that for years, at least, Union and 
Madison squares will be the great focal points. Clear- 
headed business men have fixed upon those parts of our 
great thoroughfare which lead into either square, as the 
locations, of all others, desirable; and they are right. 
Hence, we are well pleased to see that a firm, whose 
name is now a household word, has secured one of the 
most desirable points in either channel. The Grover & 
Baker Sewing Machine Company have removed from 
Broadway, near Broome, to the corner of Broadway and 
Tenth street; near Grace church, where, we are in- 
formed, they will make such alterations that these new 
quarters will be among the most attractive buildings of 
the city. 


— 











MARRIED. 


[Announcements of Marriages should be paid for at the rate of 
fifty cents each.]} 





Bett—Hones.—At Trinity Church, Pittsburgh, Pa.,on Tues- 
day morning, March 12th, 1872, by the Rector, Rev. John Scarbor- 
ough, Brevet a James M. BeEtx, U.S. A., to Miss Emity M. 
Hoses, of New York. (No cards.) 





— ——— 


DIED. 





Surramay.—At Fort Niagara, N. Y., March 22, Attyn Penoy, 
ounger son of Lizzie K. and Lieut, James L, Sherman, lst Artil- 
lery, aged 19 days. 
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